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Rev. 18.2. And he cryed TRI with a frong 
woice ſaying, Babylon is fallen, 3s fallen, and is be- + 
came the habitation of devils, and a cage of every 
. uncleax and hatefull bird. 


Ver.20.Rejoyce over her,thou heauen,and yee ho- 


ly Apoſtles, and Prophets, for God hath avenged you 
- on her. 
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| Toall thoſe who defire to be 
acquainted with the Myſtery of Gods 
lineſs, and eſpecially to thoſemy 
beloved triends and Brethren inthe 
Lord, with whom I have former- 
ly walked in outward formall 
Communion, both in City 
and Country. 


$ÞÞÞÞÞ$ 1 dear friends , whoſe Tamin the) 

> bowels of unfained loves conſidering. 
M S with my ſelfe, that there is nothing 
> - ** more requifite to be yin, = theſe - 

| * two great myſteries , the myſtery 0 

$EÞP$$ $ oe 3 eopbry'n myſtery of pow 
and likewiſe pondering bow much all fleſh js oppoſite 
to the dt jcovery of theſe two myſteries; I bave preſum- 
ed to diffate my thoughts unto you in this ſmall Trea- 


t iſe, wherein Thave oriefly and infirmely diſcovered 
" = uh #nto, 


ÞÞÞÞ 


unto you, what the Lord hath manifeſted unto me of 
the fptrit of Antichriſt, that i in all of us: Tt may be 
that I may be Juppoſed;by man of ,youy inthe Little 


volume,” to endeavour the ſubwertion- and overture of 
that forme and diſcipline that you for the preſent walk, 
in; but I aſſure you from the truth of my heart, that I 
intend no ſuch thing; but ſball ratber incourgge any of 
you to corftiniie. in that diſpenſation, where'the Ford 
doth manifeſt himſelf to you in the ſame:only this know 
dear friends, that the Lord hath his movings towards 
his people, to ſome he ſbewes-bimſelf more clearly; to 
ſeme more objcurely'; to ſome he makes the fleſb of 
Chriſt comfortable, and joyfult; thet is, the diſcovery 
of bimſelfe in flleſbly diſpenſations; to others be cru- 
cifies his own fleſh ( as I may ſo ſay ) that s, dyes, 
« departs, goers away in he fleſb, or fleſbly formes and 
diſpenſations; and this is my condition for the preſent; 
I were a wretch if Iſbould deny the appearances of 
God to me in that way you now for the preſent ſtand 
in; but now it bath pleaſed God to move out of theſe 
- things to me, I now ſeezthat-all the knowledge of Chriſt 
that they could ſet out to me, was but o knowledge of 
him after the fleſh, in a word, T ſce that Chriſt hat 
| | cruciſied himſelfe to me, in all theſe things in whicb 
* | before Temjojed bis fleſbly preſence 5 inſomxch that T 
: mow Waite with the Diſciples, where Feſus bath ap- 
pointed me, even at the gates of wiſdomes bouſe, and 
at the poſts of _wiſdomes doors, for- the return of the 
Spirzt 
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re \enJoy, and though in 
JT fp that henefer I 
deſire to know Chriſt after the fleſb no longer. 

Now as concerning this Treatije it ſelf, I:defive 
you to toy Whew: it '4.commning from a Child in 
the underfanding of thi dipine things of God, and if 
you ſuppoſe your 7h to have come to more maturity 
in divinity then my ſelfe, and that you think that you 
can ſpeak, in more gloty then I have done, I hope you 
will be ſo mub the more engaged to paſſe a charitable 
cenſure upon the ſtammerings of my Infancy : If any 
of yak ſball notwithſtanding teſtifie any rigedneſſe of 
Þirtt againſt me in this particutar; berein T joy and 
rejoyce, that the Lord in his time will bring you to 
live ſo in the light of that Sunne, as that you ſþall ſee 
all your now preſent light, to be darbneſſe, and your 
forme to be fleſh, and then you will not be bitter a= 
Lainſt any poore Saint, that deſires to enjoy God in a 
more high diſpenſation then your ſelves; in the meane 
time, I defrre your prayers to the Lord for me, an T 
ſball for ever commit you into bis hands, who T hope 
ere long will dye to you in all theſe outward things, as 
be hath to me, and by his riſing and ſecond comming, in 
you, mill ſo manifeſt himſelf to you, tat you ſball - | 

im 


"bim to Bthe irituall water, bread ang'y wine, with= 
out atid- be ryond all theſe 1 F, * and ſpadowes; lyphich ; u 
the ral prayer of bim who tit! profelfeth biſelf 

be your brother,by that ont Bapti ſme of that one” Gert, 
znto that one body; ajil ih ever remain 7 yaurs titdeath. 
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ANTICHRIST 


in Man; 
EE 
The diſcovery, of the great 


WHOKE thatſitsupoh many waters. ' 


hag Here hath been much contro- 
TaxV vercy about the finding out of 
T}\ this great I/hore; ' that ſpirit of 
Wry Antichriſt, which' God ſhalt 
23 judge, and whons Chriſt ſhall 
GBP eſtroy, by the breath of his mouth, 
and the brightneſs of bis comming:and in this eager 
perluit:ot her, to tind her ot in her ſcarlet 
colours, riding upon the Beaſt z ſome men. 
have atained to glimmerings,ſome to a more 
perte&;diicovery.of her; ſome there are that 
afhcnie , this.great Whore 'to'be the Pope; ome 
the Presbyter, ſome the Epiſcopacy 3/ tow theſe 
men-have ſcen the JYþore but in a fleſhly dife 
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covery, they take the frujte forthe tree, the 
E1 treame for the fountain; in a word,they haye 


Fin, MEG 


_ endthou ſeelt it pot, 


(eexi her outlide,but not her inſidezthey know 
her in the Hiſtory, but not in the Miſtery; for 
upon her Fore-bead is written, MISTER T, BA- 
BILON, THE, GRE AT, &c. Rev. 17,5. 

: Know'therefqre.O man, whomſoevertthou 
art ! that judgeſt the whore by theſe carnall 
conceptions of her, that thou art far deceived 
by her, in her ffelthly appearances to thee : 

Thus while the ſons of men ſeeke-to be- 
holdthis Strumpet in her proper ſphere and 


center khey decetve themſelves,by looking to0 
yan 


Oman! that this:great whore is in'thee, whiP(t 
thou ſeckeſt to behold her without thee , 
whil'it thou beholdeſt her in other men,ſhee 
is in the mean time aCting in.a Myſtery in thee: 
whileſt thon, deſpiſeſt the wut i of her 
in other men, ſhee hath by guile caught thee, 
and by her Myſterious workings inſnared thee; 
and hath ftolen thy heaxt trom God and good 
neſs, ſhe imbraceth the in ber armes; the kiſ- 
ſeth thee with her mouth; the deceiveth thee 
by her flatteries, whileſt thou thinkeft thou 
haſt nothing to doe with her; (hee is in thy 
boſome, whileſt thou thinkelt ſhee is far diſt= 
ant from thee; and this is done in a miſtery 


carnally upon her:” know firſt then 
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(3) | 
. Nowthen looking Ml this Whore fpirity- 
ally, not carnally; in #5, and not out of us; in 
the Myſtery, and not in the hiſtery : once more 
let us make inquiſition after her/and endea- 
vour to finde her out in all her ſubtil and 
| clole cornexs. For thy better attaining to the 
| diſfqvery of her conlider; 
| Fieſt, what this great Whore is. 
| Secondly, how ſhee works, and what pre- 
| tences {hee deludes the ſoule by. 
'* Thirdly, how a ſoule comes to attain a 
ſight of her. 

Fourthly, and laſtly, how and when, ſhee 
| ſhall bee deſtroyed : and thys wee may at- 
tain to a ſight of Babylon, with ber Riſe, and her 
downefa II, 

Firſt what is the Whore? 

This #hore, this Babylon, this Antichriſt, Is 
thy fleſhly wiſdome ; that ſpirituall Serpent 
thou art deceived by,& commiteſt fornicati- 
on with all,is the wiſdome of the fleſh, the car- 
nall Policy of the creature. 

This was that Antichriſt that appeared in, 
and to our firſt Parents, and that which they 
harlotryed with, from the Lord : God He 
created Adam blind and naked,to this end,that 
Adam might not ſee, but God for him; nor 
Adam might not know, but what God knew 
in kim,and for himzand fo this hs” 

l 


- "Say. & » | 
' } "blind and naked, yet cloathed with ſuch difho 
vine Robes, as were altogether inconſiſtanþe 
*to'fleſhly Adam; ſo here was God All, thqo1 
"Creature Nothing. | x $, 
Batnow comes the Serpent, which is, thepiv 
fabtileſt beaſt in mans worldly heart; name4$0 
Iz, Selfe,and Fleſh; and that diſpences its wiſþn 
dome into the heart of the Creatures, andþhi 
that bids them eat,for then'their eyes ſhould beþa 
opened , and they ſhould be as Gods, know-flo 
ing good and evilt, Now man deſiring ( bypn« 
the report of fleſhly-wiſdome) to have hishut 
eyes opened, and; rg be as God, and to bee nofvi 
more a ſubjedt, but a King;no longer govern-Þþc 
ed, \but a governour ; runs away from Goda! 
departs from his firſt Lover, and commits a-ſec 
dultery with his own fleſhly wiſdom: And asfcf 
Adar.gin the Hiſtory; ſo all in the Miſtery, fat 
commit dayly fornication with the J}Yhore he 
our fleſhly wiſdime;by cating of the forbidden If 
Toee; for this forbidden Tree,is in us, and we Þ1 
talt of it continually ; and howerly ſuffer fr 
death for the ſame: 4; 
 TPhis Garden's Ven, in the Miitery, O man! ÞC 
is in thee; ip'whom God hath placed the ma- Þ! 
nifteltation of him {elt, & hath brought wok 01 


chebudings'of'his glory ; and any of theſe Ft 


Fon mayelt F&#; but there is'a Tree in_the- Þ1 


Fikdef of this-Gitd:n, of which thou mayeſt Þ» 
2052542 | 


not 


| (5) | 
dihhot eate;which is thy to _ this mu{t 
ante referved wholy to the Lord; this God cals 
theor, Prov. 23. 28. my ſor give mee thy beart: that 
s, thou mult aſcribe nothing to thy TelF; but 
theive overal man.in to myrhands, and wilting 
ne4o be no more, then I will bee in thee; andto 
i(know no more then' Tſhall know for thee ; 
ndfhis is,that forbidden Tree that God would not 
 bepave us cate of: but whole'man,with his wil- 
w-flome, Reaſon, Judgement, Aﬀe@ions, Will 
bypnd Underftanding, mitſtbe given to- the Lord: 
1isþut now comes this Serpent our fubti] 'fleſhly 
noviſdome, in us; and that thinks'much to ler 
n-Þþod be all, «o all and have'the glory of all : 
d,pat it woald faine ſee with its own eyes, and 
a-fee a God unto its ſelt; 'foit.forlakes all the 
as|cſt of the Trees, which God'hath given' it to 
y, fate of; nainely, the manifeſtation of God in 
r2 he ſoul; and takes, of its owne fruite, & eats 
n bf that feaſt that fleſh hath/provided;'and ſo 
ve orſakes the fountain, and thns to the broken Ci- 
er fernes; Fer. 2.13. and thns otir eyes comes to 
ze opened; and wee? ſte no longer light, 'in 
1! pods light; but with the eye ' of ſelf and rea- 
= Þn, ſaying to a ſtock, ,, thou art my Father, and to 'a 
h Jore,thow baſt brought me forth; Fer, 2. 77 that is, 
z E{riburing nothing to Gdd, but att to Yelhly 
e piſdome; with which ivce have Adulterated 
| Ind Harlbtrized fromthe Lotd, * © © - 
» $$ Thus 


SW» 7 


Thos O man! thou ſecſt what that great 


Whore is, and where thee Iyeth; even in the inf 
moſt cloſets of thy ſoule. Now that thaf* 
mayeſt bee farther convinced, that this wilÞ* 
dome of the fleſh, is the Antichriſt, the greaf 
Whore : do but firſt conſider the Names, and ſe p 


condly the Nature of her. 

Eirft, her Names in Scripture are divers, a : 
firſt, ſhe is called Anti-chriſt, which is as muclf” 
as to ſay, againſt Chriſt :Now man as a creature 
is not againſt Chriſt; but the wiſdome of t 
fleſh in man, this is againſt Chriſt,and ſo,conf”” 
ſcquently the great Wore, or Antichriſt. E 

Secandly, She is called Babylon,in Scrip A 
ture, Rev. 17. 5- Rev. 18, 2. which is as much, 
as to ſay, confuſron., now all confulion that 
wrought either inPope, :Presbyter, or any othe | 
particular State,is by the wiſdome of the fleſi 4 
therefore this is that great Babylon. | 

Thirdly, She is called that wicked one, ©. 
Theſ. 3. ver. 8. Now all the afuall wicke 
neſs that proceeds fram the ſons of me! 
flowes from that originall within, even tl. 
wiſdome of the Fra therefore the wiſdome © 
the fle(b, is that great wicked one, which is 
be deſtcoyed. | " 

F 4 She is called the Mother of Haro. 
nd ns of the earth, Rep. 17.5. No! 6 


@what's the Mother of Horlots, ſurely this cann 


| ._ - 8 

4 cither the Pope, or any other partitulat 
"Wi ate;for if the Pope be the Mother ot. Harlots, 
+ en | demand who, or what, is the Motber of 
is Harlotry ? Then what, or who ; is the Mo- 
er of Harlots?Why ſhe is in us all in & myſtery; 

is the wiſdome of the feb in man, which 

the Mother of all the abotnination which is 
bmmitted againſt the Lord. T7 
ard This is that Aanti-chriſt; this is Babylos; 
- fre is the wicked oe; this is the Matron of all 
.. hiquity; out of the womb of fleſhly wiſdothe 
"* Jroceeds all that aftuall tranſpreſſion that is 
ommitted againſt the Lord : All outward ap- 
2arances of tins, are but the Baſturds of this 
bore; the children of this ſtrange Womith; ad 
þ$Þ< Brats of this great Adultereſs, arid Nappy; 
Je(ſ<4» thrice bleſſed ſhall that man be called; 
ho ſhall eake and daſh theſe chzldren of, the 
P bore againſt the ſtones; Titis nant is Chriſfg@h6 
= all come in power and great glory itt, 4 
1eb-riſtian, and deſtroy, and daſh in peeces the 
 {$2nceptions, bringings forth, and appeatatt- 
es of fleſhly wiſdome in us :.as we ſhalt fhewe 
zoreat large hereafter. - 

Thus we have endeavoured to diſcovet the 

-,$7o7c what. thee is by her Names giveti her itt 
 Þipture; whereby thou mayeſt winderſtahd; 
n#Þat the bore doth not conkiſt of atiy otit- 
- $rard State or fleſhly appearances to thee: but 


nport 


age 
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upon: her Forehead; eh is her moſt op . 
—_— workings, there is, written Mg. r 
Jrery. | |, | 
2, Thatthis great JYhore-may yet mo p 
fally appeare to be the wiſdame ot the fleſy 
in thee, doe bijit conſider the nature of t 
Whore in brief, and ſo we ſhall haye done with, 
the firſt quzre, Namely, bat the hore is ? þ; 

i Now the Nature of this whore is two+fould, 
T1.Oppoſorgz2.Fxalting;bath which you may hn, 
attributed to. Anti-thriſt, or the Whore : in thal \ 
2, :Tbe).:2, 4- {heappoſeth Chrift of God ; ang, 
therefore called 4rti=chriſt: Now ſte Oman h, 
whether this }Ybore be;not thy feſhly wiſdgme 
look into thy ſon], arid behold and fee, howf, 
oppolite thy fleſhy,wiſdome, 1s to any thing 1 
that is good.or geodnefs: what-meanes thoſ; 
Oftert-reliſtings of the Spirit in thee, O man }] 
Seeſi;thou not how 'the whore deceives thee 
What conceptions bringing forth, or appearance off 
Godis there in theegbur the wiſdome of the fleſh,þþ 
ſeeks todevaur it; by violent attempts & of =þ, 
politions, therefore the text ſaith ver. 17. 
6. That the whore was drunk, with, the, bloud of the 
Saints; and Martyres of Feſus-: How hath this 
mykicall whore the wiſjlome of the fleſh, martyred 
the appearances of Chriſt in thee,{o'that indeed | 


{be is drank with-the bloud of many a ſanCi- 
fied mation of the Spirit in thee ? The,wi Jome 
_ OL | 


- 


9 

the fleſb is, that myſt icall S2v!, that hunts 
OPF er the blond of David ; which is, the tender 
 Wihrearance of God in the loul; this it is that 
ucifieth the Lamb a freſh, and puts him to 0+ 
NOF#n ſhame; and all this is done by that blon- 
DF whore that harbogreth in thy byſome. 

 UiThe wiſdome of the fleſh is,that bond-llave, 
Vitat alwaies fre wisdomes Children and the 


? hildren of the free Woman; which are the bring= 
uldps forth o Feſus in-thee 3 In a word, this is 
Et great Red Dragon, ſpoken of in Rev. 12. 3, 
ena who ſtands before the Joman ; which is, a 
an@riftian, under the panges of the new birth, 
an dy to be delivered of the bleſſed child, Feſus; 
me Fwhoſe hart, God is begetting himſelf, in 
108 own forme and Tmage : this ay, is thac 
ung,9n, even the wiſdone of the fieth, which is 
1ofe dy to devour the ſweet Babe,ceven 7eſus,with 
an 'Þ forme and feature in the ſoyle, and endea- 
ce hrs to make it an obhortive: . ... | 
* Olfis is that miſticall Heroad,that ſeekes the ru« 
!þf the appearance of God in our fleſh : and 
OF *Bs you fee what the oppoling nature of the 
17-breis; who for her bloudy oppoſition as 
2*Þſt the manifeſtations of God in his peo 
his ſhall have blood to drinke, when ſhee ſhalk 
wed und worthy. © vo 
B, » Wenow proceed to the other qualifica- 
"= Þ ot the Nature of this alas add 15,4 


ome 
7 by High 


(10) 
Hiph, Proud, Lofty, affpiring Nature 5 bei 
manifeſted by two things: -. 
1. Iu that ſhe will get into Gods Templz; 


Theſ. 2. 4. 2. In that ſhe will therein ex: 
-- herfelf above al] that is called God, and ſh 
will be a god to herſelf: Behold O.man! ( 
ic were in a glaſs) the true Viſeognime anj 
perfe& Portrature of thy fleſhly wiſdome. | 
.. Firſt then, conſider, that thy heart is thy. 
Temple of God, where this great Whore fitethy - 
therefore, minde the Apoſtle 1. Cor. 3. 16, Knd 
Yee not that yee are the Temple of Gy as alſo. Ch, 
6. 19. Now, thou being this Temple of Goſ 
thy flethly wiſdome is that Antichriſt; thy. 
Whore, that fits in thine hart ;- thou art thy 
Beaſt, that this hore rides upon, Rev. 17. | 
for the Pſalmiſt ſaith, Pſal. 49. 12. that M 
being in honour, abideth not 3 but is like the beaſt tt 
pordicd; ttere mayeſt thou ſee,O man! the pri 
of the wiſdome of the fleſh, that no place wi 
| ferve her;but Gods Temple the hart of m: 
that God hath ſet apart for the praiſe of bis glof 
doth chis Whore make her Beaft, by bringir 
. Ittobeſubje& to her dominion ; this Ter 
peo God; to be that den of theevery : whii 
30d hath'made for his own honour and'd 
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= | WM | 
_,  Jecondly, the exalting Nature of the why 
4957: @ man. by her climing up __ G 


£1... 2 
Temple, and ſo becomes that Lucifer, that felf 


God; She fits as God in Gods Temple, in a place 
where She hath no right to Rule and governe: 
Behold here, O Chriſtian! another proper 


Eniblem of the wildome of the fleſh in thee: - 


How doth this Whore, this Miſticall Babylon ex= 
alt her ſelf above every appearance of God in 


q thee; in ſo much as ber Tayle drawes the third part 
" of the Stars of Heaven, and caſts them down to the 
4 Earth, which is in me? That Reaſon, Will, 


AﬀeCtions and Judgement, which are as the 
civill powers & lights of the ſoule, all theſe 
are drawn after this beaſt: ſo that indeed, Shee 
now is the Lady of the Kingdomes, Fa. 47. 7- 
nay, ver. $. I am, and there is non elſe beſides mee : 
this wiſdome of the fleſh is that which will 


7 not alow the Child Feſus any room in the Inne 


of thy heart: but thruſts him into the Manger; 


3 which is,under the meaneſt thoughts, pooreſt 


reſpefs, and loweſt love of thy ſoule : but in 
the mean time, this whore her ſelf takes the 
largeſt rooms, and higheſt chambers; that is, 
She is moſt ſupreame in thy afte&tions ;. with 
the greateſt love,honour,and reſpe& that may 


{ bee: thus doth this whore the wiſdome of the 
04 fleſh, exalt her ſelf as God yea, and that iu 


Gods Temple; where She hath no right to ule 
B 


down to hel/: but alſo by her behaviour in Gods . * > 
Temple; She exalts her ſelf above all that is called +: 
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(12) | 
and govern ; for the Apoſtle tels ns that wee ar || 
rot our owne : but are bought, with 4 Price, that is, $ 
wee are to owne no Lord, but hee that hath #1 
bought us : to render no obedience or fcrvi-{l 
tude to any, but to that God whoin our fleſh$t 
hath Redeemed us ; according to the Com-{j a 
mandement, Thou ſhalt have none other gods but , 1e; ht 
but ſelf, fleſh, and creature will bee God inft 
Gods Kingdome; which cauſeth God to take v 
up a complaint againit his poages of old;HavejC 
T beene a barren wilderneſs unto thee; or a Land off: 
darkneſi.; wherſcre then ſay my people, we are Lords,$q 
wee are Lords? and we will come no more after thee? 
Now the creature running aſtray trom thefſd 
Lord, commits fornication with the great{N 
Wore the wildome of the flelh; attributing allftc 
Power, Glory, Salvation and happineſſe, toj 
 (elfiſh wifdome : and therefore Babylon ſaithfde 
. on this wiſe, Fſa. 14. 13. I will aſcend into Hea 
wen; I will exalt my throne above the Stars of God :w| 
which is, when the wiſdome of the fleſh is ex-tw1 
alted above the higheit ſphere of divine light 
in the ſoule: nay, ter. 37. I will be like the moſtiþn1 
High. h 
Behold *O man! the aſpiring , exalting nan 
tare af thy carnall wiſdome : The wiſdomchhe; 
of the Seqpene would needs have Adam to be as} 
God; and toſec by his own eyes, and to walkfiyh 
by his own light; which Serpent is nothing ol 
| Tg 


, 
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r | the Myſtery but the wiſdome of the fleſh, car= 
8 $-rying the ſoul above that centre that God hath 
th i ſeated it in ; .cauling thee to walke by her 
1 blaze, and not -in Gods light to ſee light; to 
ſj hate, ſcorn, and put a meane eſtimation upon 
n-Jany motion of God or goodnefſe; always 
1:ythinking thy way the belt, and thy councell 
injthe ſafeſt; and thus doth this hore thy fleſhly 
ket wildome, exalt her ſelf above all that is called 
welGod in thee; and ſits as God in thy {oule, which 
| of is Gods Temple. So much tor anſwer to the firſt 
{5,4queſtion; namly, what this great whore is. 
? | Now thon, having attained ſome fpirituall 
hefdiſcovery of this whore, both by her Names and 
eat{Nature ;-it remains, that we proceede in anſwer 
allfro the ſecond queſtion : which is, Namely; 
to How this Whore workes, and what pretences Shee 
ithBdeludes the ſoule by : 
ca Now therefore, know O man! that this 
od :Fwhore workes in a miſtery 3 upon her Fore-head is 
ex-Ipritten Miſtery, Rev. 17. 
;hth When Antichriſt, or thy fleſhly wiſdome is 
noſtgmoſt apparant in any finfull aftion ; yet in 

hat appearance, She is very Miſtical/ : So that. 
1a-pndeede, upon her moſt open workings in the 
mcſheart; there is written Miſtery : 
2a It is a property of a Strumpet to pretend 
alkfvhat ſhee doth not intend to her Lovers : be- 
 infiold a CharaGeer of the Mother of Hoplots, thy 
the B 2 fleſhly 


14 ) 

fleſhly wiſdome; She is a ſubtill of heart;Prov.7. 

She alwaies pretends, what ſhee never intends: 

So that here, all is well in the Hiſtory ; but 

- mare deceit and delufion in the Miſtery: this | 
whore, Shee will preſent a glorious ſhew ; but} 
there is nothing but wickedneſſe and Harlo-J 
try intended : 'S 

This is that Spirituall Fudas, that will Betrays | 

thee with his ſalutations : you ſhall find this? | 
whore in a religious Dreſi, many times ; that 
hereby ſhe may deceive the heart of the fimple: 
Obſerve how the Harlot in Prov. 7. beguiled the 
yong Man; She caught bim, and Kiſſed him ; ver, 
1 3. and with an impudent face, [aide unto him ; T have! 
peace Offerings with me 3 this day T bave paid my 
vowes : this whore in the Miſtery , is thy fleſh] 
wiſdome; and thou art this ffmple young Man ; 
who art deluded by her. Behold therefore, CO 
man! the impudency, and bouldneſs of this ſp 
Tituall hore ; She 1s not aſhamed to ſhew her 
Fore-head to thee : But here is a Miſtery all 
this while, that thou ſeeſt not. 

Now thereforeknow, Oh Chriſtian! that 
this whore appeares to thee in all thy ſpiritual! 
performances & Sacrifices to the Lord: it thor 
doeſt but obſerve, thou ſhalt ſee her appeare i 
Prayer, in Humiliation, in Faſting; nay, i 

all outward Ordinances ; thou ſhalt ſee thy 
 felbly wiſdome in all theſe things, ings thy 
; cart 
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heart from the Lord, by Eh ſomthing 
to form, fleſb, and creature: ſo that wee are apt * 
oft-times to bleſſe our ſelves in our ſpirituall 
performances, and fing a Requiem to our ſelves 
in our fleſhly formes ; ſo that hereby, all our 
duties are but the Sacrifices of the Jhore, the 
vowes of our fleſhly wiſdome, which She ap- 
; peared in, to delude us : 
{ Now, woe andalas for us! thatever wee 
2. | ſhould be deceived by this whore,in thoſe things 
4 wherein we think is leaſt appearance of her; 
'| but here is plainly ſeen her miſticall apparition: 
This whore meets thee, O man! in all thy 
'# religious performances; and there doth She 
| attribute all the yoodnefle of all that is done, 
to herſelf ; and thou alſo giveſt conſent to it; 
| and to commit Fornication with her : hence 
it is that the woman is ſaide, Rev. 17. to have 
- | a Golden Cup in her band, full of abominations, & fil= 
| thineſs of her fornications; a golden Pot, but a bit» 
$ ter potion, 

This Serpent, our fleſhly wiſdome, appeares 
to us with her ſpeckled, Skin ; but within 
g her, there is deadly Poyſon: Beware then of 
$ this whore, in all her glorious appearances,and 
golden manifeitations; for all this is but'to 
inſnare thy heart with her treachery: the wiſ- 
dome of the fleſh will meete thee niany times 
arrayed in Purple, and Scarlet ; coloured, and 
3 decked 
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\ deck'd with Gold ; which in the Miftery ,. are 


nothing elſe but ſhewes of glory to thee :- She 
will meet thee in good performances; & there 
.thee will falute thee ; and tell chee that thy 
good duties have prevailled with God for thee; 
and She will tell thee, becauſe thou art under 


ſuch an outward forme, and carnall diſpenſa-} 
tion,that therefore thou art better then other 


as 


Chriſtians, which injoy God in a more ſpiritual | 


making out of himſelf : thus She will endea-} 


vour to make thee drink of her Fornication , by 
propoting her golden Cup to thee : and thus 
poore ſeduced man, commits folly with him- 


(elf; or his own wiſdome in all outward wor- * 


| ſhip whatſoever, forſakes God, impraying,faſt- 


'ing, mourning, and all outward formes ; and} 
is carried away more with the decency, ordet} 


* and trimnecſle -of the whore, in an. outward 


diſpenſation; then the Power and life of God- 
tyneſs, that God requires in a Chriſtian : and ſo- 


much ſhall ſuffice for the ſetting forth of the | 


firſt delufive pretence of the horez- which is, to 


array her ſelf in her glory, the better toJ 


effeCt her deſigne upon the poore creatnre.. 

2 The defigne of Anti-cbriſt , or thy fleſhly 
wiſdome, is alwaies to bring thee out of love 
with God: O! its death to the whore, when ſhee 
ſeeth that thou defireſt to bee conſtant to thy 


|  Husband Feſus 3 who hath eſpouſed thee to 


himſelf 


yomus ann 
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himſelf; and My. is ſtill labouring to 
bring thee out of love with Chriſt, and God: 

And this She labours to effe&t, by cauſing of 
thee to think that God doth not love thee ; 
that ſo hereby , She might eſtrange thy heart 
from the Lord. 

It is the worke of this Serpent , to raiſe in 


7 our hearts hard thoughts of God : all poore 
3 . 2 
! afflicted ſoules, whoever you are that grieve 


under the pangs-of an acculing conſcience z 
harken, behold and conſider ! how rhe wil- 


# dome of the fleſh deludes you , / cauling you 


to looke upon God in the glafſe of fleſh and 


} creature; and ſo hereby, to apprehend him to 
; be what he is not : 


Poore ſoule, thou telleſt me there is no 
mercy in a Chriſt for thee; and prithee why ſo ? 
Oh, Alas! God loves me not, hee is ottend» 
edat me, and diſpleaſed with me; I have beene 
{o vile a ſinner againſthim. 
 Nowall this while, the poore ſoul doth but 
looke upon God according to the diftates of 
ſelfiſh wiſdom; and ſo it apprehends God to bee 


{ like it felf:. Thou thougbeſt ( faith God ) that I 


had been altogetber ſuch a one as thy ſelfe ; Becauſe 
we are angry with God -many times, therefore. 
we are apt to thinke God is. froward with us 3 
whereas, God z« love, ſaith the Apoſtle ;* Eph. x. 
Jobn, 4. and therefore God tells us, that his 

4 « thoughts 
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out, and extinguiſh the light of God in a it 
|” Chriſtian ; whereby the ſoul might ſee God to if 
- bepurely Love and mercy ; and will propoſe jc 
[- Its own glafſe to the creature ; which renders /þ 
| - God tobe what he is not , to mans apprehen=- "*v 
> flon : 1a 
So that when the ſoul would fain be refreſh- 3 
ed, with the comfortable aſpe& of Gods pre- | 
ſence; then comes fleſhly wiſdom,&8 tels the ſoul 
it muſt not behold God according to his Love ; | 
but according to its own Iniquity; and ſo here | 
by, daſheth the ſoule upon the rock of deſpes |! 
ration;in ſo much that the poore creature now | 
concludes, that God is angry with him, and is 
reſolved not to ſhew him! mercy. 

Now when the hore hath thus eftranged 
the heart from the Lord, by perſwading the 
ſoul, that either, God is not able, or willing to 
| help it in its miſery: then She propoundes 
hey own way to the creature; She will per- 
{wade the creature never to goe to God againe z 
-- but rather with the Prodigall, to goe and feede 
{upon the Hurks ; as namely, npon Prayer, faſt- 
*- 3ng, or ſome outward and carnall Ordinan» 
"+ ees:-and here the ſoule eſtranged from the ſub- 
| *Fance , commits Adultery with the vo; . in 
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( 19 "YN 
ys; (ubſiſting on the Shadow; 7 orfaking the hn. 
7:ain, runing to the broken Ciſternes; and fo 
ut zcommits a great evill againit the Lord : and 
a ]thus poore naked man runnes from God, . as 
to {from an enemie, behind the trees of his own 
)e creating; and before he will bee beholding to 
rs {God for a clothing , hee will cover him-lelf 
n- "with the Figleaves of his own flethly wiſdome, 
iandſo commits Adultery with the Mother of 
h- Harlots : and now thou ſeeit another delalive 
pretence of the whore, by railing hard thoughts 
of God in thee, by bringing thee out of Jove 
; {With the Lord thy Husband; that ſo She might 
Ithe better ſteale thy heart from God and Rob 
{him of his due and propriety. 
wi 3 This Mother of Harlots, thy fleſhly wif- 
is dom wil propoſe her ſelf to be all to thee,that 
ſo She may draw thy affe&ions after her; Shee 
d [will tell thee that the can ſupply all thy wants 
ie and relieve al thy neceſiities,and thertore thou 
o Bneedeſt not to bee beholden to God for any 
's Ithing ; She will tell thee with 4dam, that She 
- fcan give thee the knowledge of good & evill ; 
3 Jand ſhe can open thy eyes,& She ir is that gives 
e fthee any thing ; therefore the text ſaith, Prov. 
= $9. 13. 4 fooliſh Woman is Clamorous, She is ſimple 
and knowes nothing : this fooliſh Woman is t 


. fletbly wiſdome, O man ! for the Apoſtle ſai 
1 [Tbe wiſdome of the fieſb is fooliſhneſs with the Long 
. 7 ' which 
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| (20 
which although it bo foolliſh, ſiniple and$: 
Awe knowes nothing, yet She is very clamorous;% 
that is,her voice mult chiefly be harkened ante | 
if the ſti/l, mall voice of the fpirit utter if ſelf - in}: 
thy Soul, how doth the clamour of thy foo-t 
liſh fleſhly wiſdome as it were out-cry , and? : 
drown the utterings of God in thee ; therfore? 
the Text ſaith ver. 14. that She fits in the dore of + 
ber houſe, ond the higheſt Places of the City, to call Paſ-1? 
ſengers who go right in their way; who ſo is fimple let5' 
him turn in hither, and as for bim tnct wants under-\ 1 
ſtanding , She ſaith; Stollen waters are (weet, &* bread) i 
eaten in ſecret is pleaſant . '£ 
Alas! poore ſelf feduced man that reads this? 
Hiſtory,and ſeelt not that thou thy ſelf art they 
very perſon intended ; know therefore thaty « 
> Aogires paſſenger, who whiPit thou art 
travelling right on thy way to ſeek after Chriſt 
art deluded by the clamour of this ſtrange Jo 
man; whileſt thou art ſeeking after wiſdome, 
She bids thee turn in hither, (he hath wiſdome 
and knowledge for thee; although indeed ſhee 
is fimple and knowes nothing : Ob Sirs! ho 
wiſe weuld ſelf be, when it is nothing but fol 
Iy in the abſtra&. 
And thus O man! thou art invited to Babylon: 
banquet, & runneſt after the ſtolſen waters of the 
I kore, thy fleſhly wiſdome; which ftollen wa 
ers, in the Miſtery, are nothing elſe bat th 
_ deprive 
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and$ depriving of God of his due in all his workes 
045;%in the ſoule 3 when God brings forth his wife - 
a4 dome and divine light, in the foul, then fleſh - 
"-in3and (elf will tell thee that all proceeds from 
oo-#them ; and ſo ſteale Gods propriety from him ; 
and? and thus, Man runs from Ged and is eſtranged 
fore; from the Lord, and cates his bread ſecretly 
e of >with the harlot. 
Paſ-t Andthis (in my apprehenſion) is a third de- 
let; uſive pretence of the whore, ſo to ſhew her ſelf 
der-$ to the creature as if all fulnefſe were treaſured 
read{ in her;in whom indeed is nothing but vacancy 
and emptinefſe : thus doth this wiore draw us 
his? from the Lord, our lover ; .who hath ever bin 
they conſtant to us, and that in the very height of 
haty our inconſtancy to him. 
art} It is the deligne of God in us, to bring us 
riſt4 to live upon his fulneſle , aud to feed upon 
of thoſe divine dainties which hee will carve out 
me Jto us : and what ſoul is it, that in the time of 
meſſhis conſtancy to the Lord ever wanted any 
ſheeſ thing ? nay, what ſpiritnall refreſhments and 
owf incomes of divine glory have our ſouls taſted 
olJ of, while we have kept in our Fathers bouſe ? 
But when once Feſbur:m waxeth fat, and 
ons} kicks; when once we, prodigall like, forſake our 
the Father, and think that there is enough in ſelte 
and creature to ſubliſt upon: when once we be- 
{ gin to Joath the Heavenly Manna, Chriſt 7e'as ; 
| an 
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and to eſteme more of the Fleſh-pots, Garlich 


and Gnyons of Agypt, the raw aud ranck difl- 


covery of this hore, of bondage in us ; when we 

refer the busks of Swiniſþſelt, and wiſdome, 
En the dainties of our Fathers Table ; truly we 
ſhall at laſt come to know the want of divine 
joy and comfort : 

Know therfore, O Man! that in all thy wan- 
derings from the Lord thy full fountain, to ſelfe 
thy broken citftern; thou in the mean time,art 
drawne by the whore thy fleſbly wiſdome, to 
yeild to her wickednefle , hy ber flattering lips 
She forceth thee, Prov. 7. 21. and thou goeſt after 
her as a ſilly Oxe to the laughter, till a Dart ſtrike 
through thy Livzr , which dart is one of the fiery 
derts which the Apoſtle ſpeakes of; even the 
woundings of conſcience , the grawings of the 
Worme in thee: And this is that ſpiritual death, 
which thou haſt brought npon thy felf , by 
commiting Adultery with the whore, thy fleſhly 
wiſdome; who hath ſtolen thy heart from the 
Lord , by atributing all fullneſs to her ſelfe in 
hee; and now She leaves thee, as not being 
able to help thee in thy woegdiltreſs and miſe- 


ry: and ſo much ſhall ſuffice for the diſcovery 


of a third delufive pretence of the whore; 
whereby Shee deceiveth the heart of the fim- 
ple man. | 
4 This hore , the wiſdome of the fleſh is 
| very 
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very changeable.in her appearances ; it is the 
policy of a Harlot to ſute her ſelf to the humor 
and fancy of her Lovers; that ſo thereby Shee 
may ſtill retain and keepe them in her fa- 
vour : 

Even ſo it is with the fpirituall J/Yiore, the mo- 
ther of-Harlots, thy flelhly wiſdome; which will 
{ill be moving and changing her ſelf in her 
appearances to thee, that ſo her deligne may 
be carried on the more ſubtilly ; theretore the 
Text ſaith Prov. 5. 6. Leaſt thou ſhouldeſt ponder the 
patbes of life, her wayes are moveable , thou can'ſt not 
know them : Behold here, as in aGlaſ, the Na- 
ture of this whoriſh J/oman, the wiſdome of the 
fleth ! how moveable is She in all the puttings 
forth of her ſelf to man ; if thy heart leads 
thee to all manner of Palpable prophanneſs 
this whore will encourage thee to this courſe 
of life; and She will tell thee that there is 
time enough yet to be {ory for thy miſdeedes; 
and if through the motions of ber fle , thou 
beginneſt to Ponder of thy Wickednefle ; and 
therefore art reſolved to mend thy wicked 
courſes, and to be more Morally Vertuous for the 
time to come : this hore will move with thee 
hither alſo ; She will lead thee forth ro the 
preſence of many a good Morall attion , as to 
extend Almes, to feed the Hungry, to Cloath 
the Naked, to Viſit the Sick, and to leave of 

thy * 
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thy old Vices thou haſt Da lived in; al!P 
this She will be well contented with: She will 
be willing with Saul, to kill part of the ſpoile, 
ſome open Vices and Palpable prophanneſle; 
but Azag and the fatteſt of the Cattell, the chiet 
Juſts of thy hearc, She will worke yet under; # 
that in the Miſtery muſt be ſpared: thus the 
Whore will conform her ſelf to man ; nay, ith 


thou art ght by higher light, to ſee that 
Godlyneſi not conlilt only in retraining | 
from ſom open Vices, and imbracing their 


contrary Vertaes;but there muſt be Religion,as 
wel as Morallity looked after:and therforenow 
thou art reſolved to take upon thee ſome out- 
ward Profeſſion of Chriſtianity: 

This whore will change her appearances to | 
thee here allo ; She will come forth to meet þ 
thee with her Peace Ofering and her Vowes; She 
will move with thee to. Faſting , Prayer , and 
Humiliation , provided, that all this while | 
thou attribate the glory of all to her ſelt; She © 
will move as high as any outward Ordinance } 
with thee ; andall this ts left thou ſhouldeſt 
ponder the Pats of life : | 

Leſt thon ſhouldeft queſtion this whore in her 
Wanton geſture and gaudy Attire , She will be- 
) have herſelt more Religioully, and Adorn her 
4 ' ſelf moredemurely ; that ſo hereby She may 
| , the more cunningly draw thy afte&tions _ 
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- al/ſper : and thus poore {cduced Man is Miſtically 
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11i{-led,by the flatterics of this whoreiſh Woman: 
ad in the mean time he thinkes he ſerves God: 
7 this is a 4th pretence of the Mother of Harlot s, 
o move and change in all her appearances to 
hee, that ſo by her conformity to thee in e- 
ery re{pe&t, She may yet keep thy atteRions 
atire to her ſelf. 
It is the property of this ſtrange Woman, 
hy fleſhly wiſdome; to render Chriſt to be at a 
diftance from thee, in all her fornications 
ith thee : 
Tf Man ia all his adulteries from the Lord , 
did but {erioufly c onfider & really underſtand, 
that his firſt lover Chriſt Feſus is in him, and 


fſceth him in all his ſtrayings from him ; and 
Show he eates his bread ſecretly, with the wit- 


dome of the fleſh; ſurely he would bee atham- 
ed of his folly, and would not dare thus to 


«commit Harlotry in the fight of his ſbirituall lo- 
Zver, and this the wiſdome of the fleſh knowes 
gr ight-well : and therefore labours might and 


maine to render Chriſt at a diſtance trom the 
creature; that ſo the ſou] might not be atfraid 
to commit fornication with her. | 
Therefore, it is the Language of the whore, 
Prov. 7. 19. 20. The good-man 3s not at w': ome, be is 
gone into a far country; and behold the Language 


of this Miſticall Strumpet, the wiſdome _ 
eÞ 
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fleſh ! She wil perſwade thee that thou mayeſt# 
take alittle liberty to fin, that thou mayelt} 
exalt (elf alittle, in religious performances ;|# 
for God ſeeth thee not, he is in Heaven , andF 
not in thy heart: and thus, Man being deluded 

bythe flatteries of this Fhore, becomes thath 
Foole who bath [aid in his bart there is no God: thatf 
{o he might Magnihe , Dieftte, and Worſhipf 
ſelf in Gods ſtead : 

Self and fleſh will not owne the Manifefta-| 
tion of God in the Soul, when the Lord lets 
forth the beames of his glory into the heart off 
man, and doth as it were draw up the ſonl to 
a higher Centre, by giving it ſome talt of they 
Powers of the World to come: it is the worke ot} 
thy fleſhly wiſdome to extinguiſh this divine! 
Tight in the ſoul, and as it were to corrupt 
the Stomack, and put the mouth out of tat; 
that ſo it might nor relliſh or digeſt thoſe di- 
vine dainties : 

And notwithſtanding thoſe open appearan 
ces of Chriſt in thee, yet, the wiſdome of th 
fleſh will tell thee, that the good man Chriſt 
Feſus is gone abroad, he is at a diſtance from 
thee : This Y/bore will be contented that tho 
ſhouldeſt know any thing but Chriſt Jeſus and 
bim Crucified in thee ; She is willing that tho 
ſhouldeſt know Chriſt Naturally , but not pi 

- Titually; Chrift in the Hiſtory ; but not in thi 

miſte 


Myfery; Chriſt for thee, but not Chriſt in thee: 
it is poſlible for a man to know very much of 
the fleſh of Chriſt, to be acquainted with the 
ndf Hiſtory of Godlyneſfe, to live under carnall 
led® Ordinances and fleſhly diſpenſations, to talke 
atk anddiſpute upon high Principles,to be higher 
at inthe underſtanding of the Scriptures then 0+ 
hipl thers, by the Head and ſhoulders with Saul 3 
* andyet for all this, he may in all theſe things 
Ha} commit Adultery with the whore ; all theſe 
ets} things may be to him no more, then the Sacri- 
off fices and the Vowes of this fpirituall IPhore, the wil= 
tot, dome of the fleſh : he is not the true Profeſſor, 
-het therefore, that can Read,Heare, Faſt and Pray, 
off and Worſhip God in an outward diſpenſation ;* . 
ined butthoſe are the true Circumciſion that Wore 
wel Pip God in the Spirit, and rejoyce in Chrilt Jeſus, 
Ft . and ave no confidence in the fleſh : 
4i. He is not a Chriſtian indeed, that doth by 
the power of nature,believe what is Naturally 
and Hiſtorically reported of Chriſt in the 
hd vcripture, but he that by the power of the ſfþi- 
rit, beleeves all this Hiſtory to be veritied in 


- | him in the Myſtery: tor there is a Hiſtory, and a 
\ ood PDſtery of Chriſt; the Hiſtory is Chriſt for us,the 
and Myttery is Chriſt in us, Col. 1. 27. 
ho Now that Power of Nature which is im-" 


planted in man, is ſufficient for the giving 
credit to whatſoever Ghiriit js , or hatch been 
| tor 


(28) 

for us, but not for what Chriſt is in us; this 
mult be by a power cquall with that which 
raiſed up Jeſus from the dead, Epb. 1, 

Thy flelhly wifdome will bee contented 
thou ſhoulde!t be acquainted with what Chritt 
hath done tor Thee, but She will not cndure 
to let T hee ſec him in Thee: 

_ Firſt, She is willing to let Thee underſtand 
that Chriſt hath been made fleſþ for Thee, *but 
nat that the word x made fleſp in Thee; that is, 
that this God bath by his own power begot- 
ten himſclf, and brought forth frimſelf in his 
owne likenes in Thee; that thou art this virgin 
that is over-ſbaddowed with power from on High ; 
and haft the immortall ſeed of God in Thee ; 
| Which Immortall Seed by its owne power; 
| * brings forth its owneelte in thy ſoul; by the 
| puttings forth of the met. ons of the fpirit in thee: 
this thy fleſhly wiſdome will not let Thee bc- 
hakl the wiſdome of the fleth in that Serpent, 
Rev. 32. 15. that caits out his food after the I/s- 


2az, or a Chri':ian, in whome Chriit is by the |; 


power of the Spirit borne and brought forth; * 
this food in the Myſterie is.nothing in me,but | 
the aver-flowing of the wiſdome of the fleſh, }; 


the inundations of finfull ſelf and creature , 1+ 


that fiow into the heart of man ; this Spiritu= 
all Serpent, hereby endevouring to drown and | 
dckroy, both Chritt and a Chriſtzan , at once 

| as 


(29 
> 3 as it were; both the Paſſive Mother, and the Ac- 
, tive Babe on a {iiddain ; ſuch an enemy is the 
wiſdome of the fleſh co Chriſt in us: 

l ” This floodof iniquity, theſe over-flowings 
i of the wiſdome of the flc{h in us, is that great 
River Eupbrates,that muſt be dried up, that way 
may bee made for the King of the Eaſt, Chrilt 
Jeſus, to ruinate great Babel! in mans heart : 
and thus you ſee briefly, how the wiſdome 
of the fleth is an enemy to Chrilt borne in us, 
2. Shecannot endure to let us ſee the dy- 
ing of this Chriſt in us; althoagh wee are the 
"I Perſons that Crucifieth the Lame a freſh, 
andput him to open ſhame 3 yet She will per- 
{wade us otherwiſe: and thus poore ſelt-ſe- 
duced man, Crucifies his Savicur every day a= 
freſh; and yet is ſo deluded by him-felfe , that 
; heſeeth itnot: _ 
Ns Confider then O man, that thou art this 
»  Spirituall Jeruſalem, where Chriſt is flaine; 
=. | thouart that Judge, that condemneſt Chrilt 
e þ inthe motions of his Spirit; & Icttelt Barabbas, 
5 }orthy baſe luſts, goe uncontroulcd : all the 
It Ffacalties of thy ſoul, and the powers of the 
> Jinner-man, mil-led by the wiſdome of the 
'> fleſh, are as it were the voice of the People, 
I- JCrucifie him, Crucifie him: thy fins, are thoſe 
d Beares that Pierce Chriſt in ſpirit, in. thee: 
© Jaad thus O man! thou art the dayly Crofle of 
as . | C 2 thy 
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thy Saviour : and how happy ſhouldeſt thou bee 
if thou did'ſt diſcerne al} this ; that ſo thou 
mightcſt looke npon him whom thou now Y 
pierceſt and mourn tor thy iniquity : bat the de- 
figne of this wvore, thy fcihly wiſdome, is to * 
darken thy eye from beholding of this; She 
will rather tel] thee , that the good man is not at + 
home, Ckriit is not in thee in his Sufferings : 

And thus poore man, mil-led by the I/zere, 
- becomes that deceirfull Pilate that waſketh his | 
hands of the þ!cod of this innocentSpirit , | 
whom it hath diipitetully Cruciticd . | 

But Secondly, Chriit may be ſaid to dye in 
a Chriſtian another w iy: which alſo this whore 
cannot endure we ſhould ice and behold ; and }. 
that is, when Chriſt dyes in fleſh to us, and in 
us ; for ſome times Chriſt lives in fleſhly ap- 
pearances of him ſelf in a Chrittian ; ſome 
Chrittians, the higheſt diſcovery of Chrift 
that they have attained unto, is fleſhly formes, 
and fleſhly Ordinances; & thus many a chriſti- 
an. enjioyes Chriſt as really, and as comfors- |» 
tably, as the Diſciples did the Naturall flcſh of | 
Chriſt; now Chriſt he would needs dye , de- $ 
part, goe.away trom his diſciples in the fleſh, : 
that ſo*hee might come in a higher, and more 
glorious, difpenſation to them ; even ſo, ofc-; 
times Chriſt doth likewiſe dye in a chrittian, 
to all outward and fleſhly diſpenſations : and 

: | this 
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4 this death the wiſdome ot che fleſh cannot en- 


dure that the ſoul ſhould diſcerne; how often 
doth God goe out of all low appearances to 
a Chriſtian? Inſomuch that a poor Chriſtian 
many times, can finde no Chrilt in his forms, 
no comfort in ordinances , no joy in duties 
and performances; bt with Mary, ſtands weep= 
ing at the Sepulchre, or thoſe dead diſpenſations 
where Chriſt is buried; and can ſee no appear- 
ance of Jeſus in them ; but all this while it 
ſeebs the living amoneſt ihe dead: & thus Chriſt dies 
in a Chrji.1an to all feſhly appearances, many 
times : And truly, looke what forrow fell up- 
on the ſpirits of the poore d{ciples, tor the de- 
parture of their Lord (in the fieſh) trom them; 
the like forrow and gricte, falls npon that 
Chriitian, from whom Chriſt is departed in 
all outward diipenſations : 

Chriſt comparcs that preſcnt eſtate and 
condition of the C4if/es, ro a Woman in Tra- 
vell 7ob. 16. 21, 22. and yer ow therefore have 
ſorrow, faith Chriſt: Behold O Chriſtian, the 
lively Image of our condition ! when Chriſt 
cruciiies his own fleſh to ns, in all thoſe out= 
ward diſpenſations, wherein tormerly wee 
have inioyed God. 

Happily, her:tofore we haveſcen much of 
God in cur outward forwall fellowſhips one 
with another, in feſhly Ordinances ; as Bap- 
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tiſme of water, and breaking of bread; but 
now happily Chriſt is crucified in all taeſe 


fleſh there; nothing that can adniniſter any ſpi- 


* 
oY 


« things to us; and wee finde nothing but dead - 


ritual] comfort in any of theſe things; ſee no- * 


thing but forme & bare Fleſh,bare Water, bare 
Bread, and Wine; in ſo much that wee now 
confeſle, that our higheftattainments of the 


knowledge of Chriſt, hath been but a know- - 


ledge after the fleſh; now here lyes Chriſt cru- 


cifted to all thele things, & the ſoul dead to its 


wonted diſcoveries : 

Now the deligne of thy Fleſhly wiſdome, is 
to darken this death of Chriſt in Thee ; Shee 
cannot endure that the Soul ſhould move out 


of its fleſhly diſcoveries ; for She loves the 


outward order, and fleſhly decency of all 


theſe things; and therefore She'l tell Thee, + 


that Chriit maſt be found here, or no where ; 
and thus keep the Soul in bondage to her ielt; 


in ſo mach,that the pocre creature goes again . 


and againe to his outward worlthip , and yet 


findes no living Chriſt there ; nor is poſſefled | 
with any more comfort in them,then proceeds * 


from the power of the fleſh ; wheras indeed 


the Soul ſhould bee willing to waite in this % 
dead condition, for the returne of the Spirit; * 
to ly: empty and bare at the gate of mercy, our 


of all thoſe formall diſpenſations , from 
whence 
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(33) 
't * whence Chriſt is departed; waiting for the 
fe © Comforter : and therefore my councell is, to all 
d - thoſe who ſee Chriſt dead to all ſuch carnall 
;= © and fle{hly diipenſations in them : Chritiati, 
,. > Wait upon the Lord and thou ſhalt renew thy 
ſtrength; Chriſt muit have his time to lye in 
gy  thegrave, hidden from thee in all his appea« 
e rances to thee; but this know, he will {ee thee 
= . againe, in a more Spirituall diſcovery of him- 
\ felt; it is but a while, and he that ſhall come, 
-s Will come, and will not carry; and will take 

_ theeup into himlſelte, above thele Types and 
> Figares; hee will bee thy Water, and Bread and 
e HWineto thee; hee will bring thee to the injoy» 
't ment of the Sud/iance, and thou [halt no more 
e Alive upon the Shadow ; thou ſhalt live up- 
1 © on the kernell, and not alwaies bee cracking 
- 4 upon thettell ;For if wee be dead with Chriſt, wee 
ſhall all;o live toget5er with him ; but be ſure in the 
f. meanetime , that thou beware of the Jbore, 
n  leaſtSheby her app:arances to thee in all out- 
+ _ ward Worlhips , make Thee belicve that 
qd Chriſtis living inall thoſe things wherein he 
'« | is dead and buried. And thus in briefe, you ſee 
4 - that this Strumpet, the wiſdome of the fleſh, 
' 4 isanenemy to the diſcovery of Chriſt in us. 
2 And now me-thinks, by this time wee may ſee 
4 who is the great Anti-Chriſt rhat Fobn ſpeak sof; 

in his firlt >piſt, 4. Chap. 3: ver. That every ſparit 
| CG 4 that 


— 


(34) 
that believes not, or denies Chriſt come in the fleſh, | 


# Anti-Chriſt: and what is it now , that denies 


Chriſt come in the fleſh? If thou wold'it know | 


Chriſtian, what this Anti=chriſt is , and where 


She lyes; thou needelt not goe far to diſcover 


It; thou needeſt not go to Kome, Canterbury, or * 
Weſtminſter; but thou mayelt ftinde that Anti- * 
chriſt in Thee, denying Feſus to be come in thy + 
fleſh: 

Oh,all ye that would faine ſhew your ſelves 
{rofeſied enemies to this Antichriſt, that man | 
Of lin; who fſeekes to deſtroy Roote and Branch, 
all thoſe in whom you conceive there are the 
appearances of him; Returne,Returne O man! 
into thy own Boſome ; and there behold him 
Iying ſecretly, in thy owne ſoul ; there is the 
Antichriſt, that denies every manifeſtation of * 
God in thy fleſh; this is the J/hore that Thou * 
daily commit'ft Fornication with all ; this is 
the Babilon, whoſe Down-fall will bee joyous to © 
the Saints; this is the Heretich and the Schiſma= | 
tique; this it is that makes Rents and diviiions F 
amongſt ns: and thertore we ought every one 
of us, to defire God to ſubdue the wiſdome of 
the fleſh in us; and to waite upon the Lord un- | 
till he comes to ſhew us the Judgement of the 
Spirituall Y/hbore, this Antichritt in us: and 
not ſo much detire the down-fall of either 
Pope, Presbiter, or Independant, or any _ 
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h, State whatſoever ; A. 2 deſire the ruin of 
es this Myſticall Babylon; which is the Mother of 
w Fall our Harlotry from the Lord : And ſo much 
re | ſhall ſathice for Anſiver to the Second queſti= 
er 7 on, which is, Namly, how the 1/7bore workee, 
2r © and what Pretences She deſudes the toule by? 
i- > Weeproceednow in order to a third que- 
1y © ftion, Namly, 
3. Hew the Soul comes to attaire to a ſight of her? 
es In which, wee ſhall firſt propoſe the way that 
n | God doth ujually takhe to diſcover tois I//Dore to a 
h, © Chriſtian. 
ie | 2 When theSoul ſeeth her,, How and in what 
1! | manner it affrehends her? 
; Firſt tor the way that a Soule comes to at=- 

te | tainea tight of her by: 
{ Tf then, thou would'ft know the way how 
a Chriſtian comes to a ſpiritnall tghr of Fleſh 
is © and Selte; know, that Go | niatt deale wich 
O + Thee as hee did with Fobn,Rev. 17, WhenGod 
- } would ſhew ob» the Judgement of the great 
E F IV hore, and give him a dilcovery of the whore; 
1 hee takes him ver. 3. and carrieth him away in the 
f & ſpirit, into the Wildernefſe 3 and then faith Fobn, I 

= Þ jaw a Woman, &c, 

e Firlt then know, that thou canſt never be - 
d |} hold ſelf aright, till God take thee up, or cat- 
r 
r 
c 
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ry thee "away in the ftirit; the fpirituall man, 
{aith the Apoſtle, {ceth al! thinss ; diſcovers all 
things 
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” things; and PAY _ {o much as the ſkco 
Lord {picituallizeth a Chriſtian, ſo much heſfey 
, fees into himſelf, and diſcernes and beholds hs 
this Myſticall whore, the wiidome ot the fleſh, in Be 
himſelf: and now he {udgeth and cftzmes of ca 

her as that whore, that Adultreſs with whomF 
he hath (in al{his waies aud Worihips ) adul- fea 
terated trom the Lord : $t 
Therefore the Apoſtle faith, that the ſpirit ſearci.-|tu 

et all things, 2 Epiſt. Cor. 1. Chap. So long as 

the ſoul lyeth under the vaile of the fleſh, CoÞth 
long ſelfe is undiſcovered to him ; tor while co 
the creature lyes wrapt up in the Mantle of na- * 
turc, it is in a ſpirituall {lumber or tleep; and ||by 
lyes as one paſſive, under the workings of the ſta 
wildome of the flelh; rock'r a ileep in the cra-filo 
dle of fleinly ſecurity: Bat now when God fn 
ipeakes by the ſmall az j#:{] vozce, yet powerfull th 
utterance, of the Spirit in a Chriſtian ; Come tw 
Fither 3 when Gs takes a Soul up beyonde Jin 
elf and creature; in fo mach that now the cc 
creatare ſees all but vanity, below Chriſt : Jh( 
- now I fay, the creature comes to ſome dilco- I$& 
very of himſelf; but never before. iv 
That man that will view the breadth and ſj 
length of a City at once, mult not alwaics ſte 
be walking about in the ſtreets; but he muſte- th 
flay to get up to the top of ſome mountaine Is. 
that lyes above it; and ſo the City ſhall be dif- 


covered 
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he covered to him, with = breadth and length : 
he ſeven ſo it is with the ſpirituall Babel!, which 
ds is in thee Oh man ! even the wiſdome of the 
in Beſh : thou muit bee taken above it ere thou 
of lcanit truly and really diſcover it. 
my 2 Thou mult be carryed away in the ſpirit ; 
- Fcarried quite'away from all Power, Policy, 
 (Strengih, Motion and Action of the crea- 
«ture: 
is} 23 Theplace whither thon muſt bee carried; 
loFthat is into a Wilderneſle; which is,into a loſt 
lelcondition;to ſin and ſelf: never doth the ſoule 
t= Fattain to a reall ſight of the fleih, till the Lord 
d||by his Spirit doth (as it were) loole the foutie 
1e ſito it ſelt: when the creature comes to bee at a 
i- Floſs in it ſelf, in all its flethly performances; 
d Snot knowing where to have recourſe ; bat ſees 
Il $that his narrow fleſhly heart, is ſo wide a 
72 Fwildernefle, that he is lo{t in the many turn- 
le Jings and windings thereof: now the creature 
e {comes to behold his Spiritzall Adulteryes 5 now 
: Jhe ſees into what a loſt condition he is fallen; 
- I& how the whore al this whilezin all his duties, 
worlhips , formes and difciplines , hath ſtolne 
diſhis heart from the Lord , his firſt lover and 
'S itender Husband : Pay! was carried away by 
= fithe þirit into this Wilderneſſe, Colof. 3. ver. 7, 
e FE, 9. he profeſſeth ver. 7. That what things were 
* Reine to him, he counted lo]s far Chriſt; yea _— 
alt 


faith he ver. 8. and I Cs things but Goſs, fu 
the excellency of Chriſt Zeſus my Lordgtor whem I hav: Cy 
lufered the loſs of all tdings,@& do count them but dung;$1 
that I may winne Chriſt: Paul never knew bimiſelf, na 
creature excellency arigat, till God ſhzwed him the ex- 341 
cellency of the knowledge of Chriſt; and when hee 'l3 
comes to ſee the worth of Chriſt, then he ſec; fc 
himſelf in a wilderneſſe; and in this wilderneſſ:,: ©? 
or loſt condition, hee ſpies the vanity of all}# / 
that was feih below Chritt; (5 that now when}: 7* 
God carryes away a foul in the ſpirit, and loſe of 
it, as It were, to its ſelf; and Iets looſe the: TE 
beames of his ewne glory upon it ; raviſketh the! C 
heart with his own beaaty, catcheth him np as] lG 
it wcre into the third Heavens, and lhewerh at 
{ich divine exccJlency as it never yet apprec-| ia 
hendcd; the ou! by the clear aſpeCt of this teat; 
ficall viſion ot God; begins now to {ee the vanity 
- and deformity of it felfte, and is( as it were ) in y 
as great amazement of iÞirit,as the man doubt-lz h 
les was, who was borne blind from the womb, andy 15 
yet now comes to ſee the Sun; or as one that? r 


hath been ſhut up in a dark Dunzzor, and now! 
comes to walke in the light, even thus it 15 
with poor -man in the higheſt glory and exþ 
cellency of the fleth; when God ſends forth thy] 


eames of that Sun of righteouſneſſe upon poot 
| Man, how dark he bcholds himſzlfe to be, aj 7: 
beftands in relationto all fleſhly excel]cn- p 
| ci 


. 
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:&cy, when God ſhewes him the worth, va- 
n= #Jue and excellency of himfeltc in a Chriſt; 
EAvhat loſs dung and droffe doth a Chrilti- 
x. an eſteeme thoſe things to be, though tormer- 
e [1y never {o glorious and excejlent; and there- 
ec; fore Paul now no longer defrres to be found in Dis own 
ſſs,x exc ellency, or in bimjelfe, but faith he ver. 9. That 
211ls 1 may be found in him, not Daving my owne righteou|= 
ent, neſſe whic\ zs by the Law; but that which zs by the faith 
{6\. of th2 Son of God: the fight of Chriſts excellency 
| 5t doth ſo fully diſcover ſelr and fleſh to the 
Chriitian, as that now he loaths the ſcarlet co- 
lcur, the glorious atire of the J/hore, even all 
th] its golden pertormances, ter gzil.led vowes and 
| lacrifices. 
| 
« | Oall yee poorſouls! who are apt to place 
;1} your glory in any thing below Chriſtz and to 
.] hang your righteouſnetſe upon your Prayers, 
141 faſtings, mournings, or any outward Ordinances, 
a alas, how far are you mit-taken! who when 
wi the Lord comes to carry you away in the $firit, 
:4 to ſee all your glory in Chriit,your righteoul- 
| nefſe in bim; you will then ſee the odiouſneſſe 
if of every thing below Chriſt, which thou haſt 
wondered after; thou wilt then deſire that God 
# might tind thee in this /ilderneſſe, quite out of 
Þ ſeite; that there may not be any bogfe of the 
Beaſt in thee; but that thou may'ſ wholy be in- 
| corporated 
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' corporated into Chritt in whom thou nowþm 
ſeelt thy glory toconſiſt: And thus you ſee] 
what the way is, that God uſeth to diſcover jeif,$W 
or this hore, the wiſdome of the fleſh, to = © 
1 


ſoul. 
Secondly, Let us conſider how and in what gt: 
manner the Soul beholds this 1/ hore. th 


A poor creature whom the Lord hath carri-JA! 
ed away,or taken up into the Spirit; that nowſ"! 
lives & walks in theSpirit, he fees and behold;|J0 
himſelfe, not as he was wont to doe formerly; al 
happily thou waſt wont to ſce a glory end ex-P! 
cellency in things that were below God; butÞ® 
now on the contrary how loathſome is every 
thing, that comes ſhort of the divine excellen- 
cy of Chriſt : happily heretofore thou haſt ſeen| 
ſome worth in thy prayers, andin thy teares, |) 
ſome eſteemableneſſe in thy duties and perfor-|; 
mances,{ome glory in thine own righteouſnes; | 
but now thou ſeeſt all theſe things, which be-| 
fore were counted gaine, to be but lofſe unto 
thee; thon beholdett all thy own righteouſnes 
tO be but as a Menſtrous cloath,and as a filthy ragge: 
happily heretofore thou boaſteſt of thy pedi- 
eree with Paul; of the Tribe of Benjamin, and of the 
ſtock of Tfrael;that thou art deſcended from ſuch 
a reformed Church; from ſuch vitible dijpen{ati- 
ons; ſo that as touching all legall worſbips,out- 
-ward formes and Ordinances, thou may'it be no- 

. minated 
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whminated a Phariſee; (7 now thon ſeeſt the 
ce] owneſſe, and weakneſle of theſe feſbly things, 
-/f wherein thou haſt formerly boaſted; now thou 
hepre) oyceſt that thou halt attained to the know- 

ledge of that Chriſt, which is, the end or ſub- 
atitance of all theie fleſhly things unto thee; ſo 
that now thou haſtno confidence in the fleſh 
-j. any longer; but art become one of the true 
jw [circumcifton, that worſbips God in the Spirit, and re- 
4: Joyceth in Chriſt Feſus; in a word, this ſpiritu- 
yl ized Chriſtian, ſeeth all below Chriſt to be 
x.1Þut the garment of this ſpirituall Strampet,that 
{he uſeth to appear in to deceive him; he now 
ry ſees the I/hore, andher various em and 
1. \how ſhe hath formerly deceived him in her ſe- 
en [verall drefſcs; he ſees her not only in her gau-» 
es, [dy attire, but inthe height of her modeſty, even 
1. {an her relizious garment; ſo that now he ſeeth 
5; how the wiſdome of the fleſh makes ule of all 
e. putward worſhip, formes and Ordinances, to de» 
eive the heart of the {imple. 
ve Finally this Spiritual! Man, hath the ſame 
re: diſcovery of his whoriſh wiſdome, as Fobn had, 
{;. (Kev. 17, from the 3, to the 7. ver. 
the I. fobn he ſaw the Woman fitting upon a 
cþ (Earlet coloured Beaſt; truly when Godcarries 
ti. Bocce away in the Spirit, thou wile behold thy 
+. F< \fe to be the Beaſt, that this Myſtical! whore, 
he wiſdom of the feſp,doth thus vaſſa!lize man 
1S 


(42) 
his fallen condition ” God; as it were Satans 
© Pack-horſe to aR all his deligns of wickednelle, 

This Beaſt bad jeaven heads and ten hornes; theſe 
ſeven heads and ten hornes, are (even Mountaines. 
and ten Kings the Scripture taith; which in me, 
are nothing but thote powers of man which 
God hath indued him withall; as Reaſon, IYill, 
Afﬀefion, Underſtanding and the like; and all 
theſe ver . 13. doe with one conſent give and aſcribe 
their power to the Beaſt,or poor beaitialized man; 
and this Beaſt man, imployes all theſe with 
their power to make war againit the Lam, 
Chriſt Feſus, ver. 14. & ſo here is a diſcovery of 
poor miſ-led Man, tighting the battell of the 
Whore,bis fleſhly wildome : all this doth the Chri- 
ſtian apprehend in himſelt, when the Lord car- 
ries him away in the Spirit of his glory. 

2. Joon (aw the WViman, ver. 4. arraied in pur- 
pie and ſcarlet colour, deck, with Gold Pearles and 
precious Stones: Traly Chriſtian, when the Lord 
takes away this talce glaflie eye of fleſh from 
thee, and endues thee with Spiritual] eye-ſight 
from himfelt, thou ſhalt ſee this whore, thy 
fiethly wiſdome in all this her glory and ex- 


SS ab Dlnmn_” .c.. c. oa 


cellency in Thee ; tor all theſe Golden Pearle; 
and precious Stones, & Scarlet colours, are but 
the trimmings of the whore, that She uſually 
puts on andcloathes her ſelf with all, whe 
She comes out to meet the Sons of men ; that 


( 
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ſo hereby, She might with the more facillicy 
dazle the eyes, infatuate and bewitch the 
ſences, of her Spirituall lovers: but now when 
God takes up a Soul into Spirit, then fleſh is 
as it were unclothed to the creature ; and now 
the Soul lookes not at her glorious ſhewes, 


_ which formerly hath bewitched his heart; bur 


he ſees and knowes that under that Golden 
habit, there walks this ſubtile Harlot ; un- 
der this Speckled Skin, there is a Venomous 
Viperous Serpentine Carkcas : the man whom 
God hath Spirituallized, when the wiſdome 
of the fleſh appeares in him in her glory, clad 


with excellency , and adorned with all her 


beautifull Robes; yet all this while he ſees her 
Nahed and bare: the fpirit teacheth him to looke 
inwardly, and not altogether outwardly: and 
this is ſuch a Myſtery that the poore carnall 
heart cannot diſcerne, becauſe he lookes fleſh- 
ly and carnally; and hath not yet received this 
Spiricuall eye-ſfight from above. 

3- But then, Joby ſaw the Joman having a gol= 
den Cup in her hand, full of abominations and filthynes 
of her Fornications : 


Now that Soul which God wrapes up in 


J that fpirit of glory, he beholds thiswhore in him; 


and ſees how She hath deluded him by hergo/- 
den Cup, to taſt of the wine of her Fornications; 
for this Golden Cup - the whores hand, is (in 
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:- the Myfterie of ic TP Guilded pretences, and 
Golden: appearances of the wiſdome of the 
fleth; in which pretences there is contained, 
the wickendeſle of her abomination, and fil- 
thynelle of her fornication. 

A man catched up, and carried by the f:rit, 
to walke in the light of Chriit and to live* in 
the parity of God, ſecs him-ſelf ( as it wete) 


now awakened out of the drunken ileep of the | 
Whore;newly Riſen out of the defiled Bed of the | 


fleſh; from che firituall Vomits, Swinjſh abo- 
minations, and Beaiily uncleannefle that hee 
before wallowed in. 


4- Againe fobn ſaw, ver. 5. what was written | 


«pon the Womans Forehead : 
Truly, untill ſach time as the Lord takes a 


Soul up into ſpirit, though the wiſdome of the | 
fleth appeare —_ to him,though She ſhewes | 


her very Fore=bead, yet hee cannot diicerne her 
In her appearances; but now, when God hath 
caught the Soul into fpirit, and carried him a- 
way in the firitz then he ſezs the whore in her 
apparitions ; he beholds Myſterie in the Fore- 
bead, or palpable workings of the whore ; My- 
ftery in all hcr ſpecious pretences : and not- 
wich{tanding all her ſthewes of Glory ; yet he 
tees, She is indeed & in truth Babylon the great : 
the great confuſed IY/bore,which breeds all that 
confizion of ſpiric in a Chriſtian ; all that 

com- 
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commotion, Mt: and out-cryes that 
are in the heart of man ; all thoſe heavie, ſad 
and diſconſolate thoughts that man is poſlet- 
ed with all; all that diſorder that many a time 
is in the ſoul; every hard thought of God ; e- 


- very dilpairing Tmagination ; all the gnaw- 


ings of conſcience in the Creature: ſo that ( I 
ſay) hee now ſees her to be that great Babel, or 
confuſed JYhore, who is the Mother of Harlots, and 


' Abominations of the Earth. 


5. But then laſtly, Fobn ſaw the Woman drunke 


© withthe bloud of the Saints, and Martyrs of Feſus: 
' Traly, this is the very pbiſiognome & Portraiture 
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 ofthewhore,to a Chriitian that is carriepaway 


in the Spirit, hee now comes to behold her 
a drunken bloud-thirſty JYbore; he now ſeeth 
how the whore hath martyred the bringings 
torth of Chriſt, ſain and crucified that Man Fejus 
afreſb : he ſees how the J/bore is drunk with the 
bloud of the Lamb inbim: In a word, the Saint 
truly ſpirituallized, beholds ſelf and fleſh,to be 
the moſt hatefull, deteſtable, loathſome thing 
in the world to him; looke how loathſome 
and injurous a mans vmit is to his ſtomach, e- 
ven ſo loathſome is ſelf to that Chriſtian; 
from whoſe ſtomack God hath fetched up all the 
corrupt fleſh, by bringing the ſoule to be love- 
lick of Chriſt, with the operative Pils of his 
bleſſed Spirit ; O how hatefull now is the gol» 

| D 2 den 


6 # .. 
— . 
Nw % 


3 -.. _ + gp 
den Cup & fweet Wine of the whore, to a fpiri- 
tuallized man ; in ſo much that he now loathes 
and abhors himſelf in duſt and aſhes ; nay, in- 
deed he begins now to wonder at himſelte, in 
his own ſhame and folly; as the Text faith, 
ver. 5. that when Fobn ſaw the J/bore he wonder- 
ed with great admiration ; traly, the ſame is the 
condition of every Chriſtian, who by the car- 
ryings away of the ſpirit, comes to a ſpirituall 


ſight of this whore, the wiſdome of the fleſh; he 
now wonders that hee ſhould bee drawne to | 


commitr tolly, by ſo filchy a Harlot : hee now 
wonders that ſuch a bulk of filthyneſle, ſuch a 
Mountain of wickednefle, and ſpring of bit- 
terneſſe, ſhould be in him, and he never till 
now able to diſcerne it: he now wonders that 
ever the lenity and Mercy of God, ſhould fo 
Jong beare with him in all his Adulteries 


with this {winiſh whore : he now wonders that | 


God at laſt hath bronght him to ſach a fight 
and diſocvery; he admires to fee where heis, 
and where hee was; that God hath bronghe 

him from fleſþ, to live in fpirit; from darknefle, 
into bis marvellous light; from the wayes of 
ſorow, to that bigh way, the Lord Jeſus, 

And thus you ſee, briefly, how, and in what 
manner, the Soul beholdes this Myſticall Whore, the 
wiſdome of the fleſh: And ſo much ſhall ſuffice for 
the third queſtion,Namely,bew the creature comes 
t 0. 4ttaine to the ſight of her. We 
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Wee proceed now, in order to the fourth 
queſtion, which is, Namely, 

When, and bow She (ball be deſtroyed ? 

Now in bricf, to Anſwer to this, and ſo 
draw to'a conclulion of the matter ; I thus 
reply, 

Arſ. If then O man! thou deſireſt to know 
how, and when this firitua!! 7}"tore ſhall be de- 
ftroyed : It ſhall be done in the day, and by the 
coming and appzarance of ejus in Thee; this day 
is the laſt day; and this coming, is the fecond come 
ing of Jeſus: 

Now as concerning this laft day, know this 
O man! that its nothing for thee to reade the 
Hiftory of the lait day in Scoipture, and there 
to ſee what ſhall be done in that day that God 
will elorifie himielf in the Saints, and bee admired 
in all them that believs;that then God will through» 
ly purge Þ4s floore; and the Saints ſhall be like bin, 
for they ſhal] lee him as be 35: Now I ſay, it is no- 
thing to know this in the Hiſtory, except wee 
know it in the Myſteriz of it : 

Thou art therefore to expect, 7elus to come 
to Judgment in Thee; and the end of the world 
to bee in Thee: thon art to waite for the re- 
turn of this Fejus in fþirit ; which thall come to 
thee as he did to J02n,and (hew Thee the Fudg:= 
ment of the great 1/vore in Thee ; for there is no= 
thing that ſhall hap»en or fall out to thee, in 
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relation to the day of | POREND » Which 
ſhall not bee verified in thee, in this life : 
though it may bee, not in the ſame mani- 
feſtative meaſure or fulneſs, as it ſhall be here- 
after, 

As firſt, One ſign of this laſt day is,that there 
ſhall be wars, and rumors of warres, Nation ſhall riſe 
againſt Nation,& King dome againſt Kingdome : now 
here Chriſtian thon mayelt behold the laſt day 
tO be at hand, here is Goy and Magoy at battell 
with the Lamb; what is it that makesall that. | 
envy,variance,ftrite,fedition,cmulation in the 
world, but the ſecond, or ſpiritual appearance 
of Fe us in his People; the comming of Chriſt 
In his Saints, is not to bring feace, but a ſword * 
amongſt us;I confidently tay,that this laſt day, 
this ſpiritual] appearance of Chriſt in men 
and women, is = very originall of all theſe 
commotions that are amongſt us; inſomnch 
that now here is, theFather hating th#*peararce 
of Chriſt in the Son, and the Son likewiſe in the 
Father; the Mother in the Daughter, & the Daugh- 
ter in the Mother; one Brother ſheathing the ſword 
in the bowels of another, becauſe the lalt Day 
dawnes, and the Star of glory is rilen more in 
one then in another; her's Cain killing Abel, 
becauſe his ſacrifc? zs accepted of the Lord, and the | 
Other is not: 1 tel] thee Chriſtian , the more | 
the whore will beſtir her ſelf ; hee will not only 


raiſe 
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raiſe outward but inward warre againſt thee : 4 


which inward in{urref&tion and rebellion, is a 
(ymptome, that the day of Judgement is at band 
in t.ee. 7obn tells us Revel. 17, 14. That the kings 
of the earrl,, ſhall mabe war ag. inſt the Lambe; which 
Kings in the mſtery , are but the Kingly gover- 
ning powers of thy Soul, which are affemblcd 
rogether in thee to this Spiritual battell of Geg 
and Mavor, to gage warre againſt the innocent 
Lamb Chriſt Feſus in Spirit: bat the Lamb ſhall 
over come them, tor he is King of Kings, and 
Lord of Lords; all the power and policy of the 
fleſh, ſhall at Iaf: yield their power to Chriſt, 
and ſhall conſent to the juſt Judgement of the 
whore, thy Belhly wiſdoms; bat till this ſtrong 
man the fleth be cart out, by that fironger then 
he, Chriſt Jeſus, there will ben othing but war 
and contulion in thee ; ſo that indeed now the 
Serpent 15 come down with great rage in thee, 
Knowing that he hath bur a {þort time; the 
more nigh the comming, of Chriſt is, the more 
this Serpent ſpits ont his venome ; this Arti- 
chriſt, this whore will the more earne{tly beſtirre 
her ſelte, knowing that it is but a ſhort time to 
her judgement. St. 7obn tells us Revel. 12.7. 
That when the woman had brought forth her man childe 
which was to rule all Nations with a rodde of Iron, the 
woman upon the bicth of this man childe fled 
into the wildernefſe, and when the woman 
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was in the wilderneffe, then ſaies Fobn, I ſaw 
= war in Heaven, Michael and bis angels fought againſt 
# the Dragon, and the Dragon fought & bis angels (and 
* Whats all this to me? )truely Chriſtian , me 
/ thinks this warre in Heaven is a ſure ſymptom {/ 
of the day of Judgement,the end of this world 
in us, When God hath by his owne power 
brought forth this man Feſ#s in us, and hath 
given him power to rule and raigne in this 
woman, or weake paſſive Chriſtian, the Soule 
preſently upon the birth or bringing torth of 
Feſws in it, is imediatly in a wildernefle, or loſt 
In it (elfe, and Iyes as one amazed at this ſud- 
den worke of the Lord; and in this bewildred f 
condition of. the creature , Sathan he gages | 
warre upon it, ſhoots his fiery darts at it, pur- | 
ſaes the woman with Herod , and ſeekes to de- 
voure both Chriſt with the chriſtian alſo , now * 
therefore chriſtian, know that thy Soul is this / \ 
Heaven, where this great battel is fonght;thou Þ 7 
being in a loſt bewikred eſtate, as not know- | [| 
ing which way to eſcape the woundings of Sa- |} 1 
than, and' the fiery darts of the wicked, but Þ h 
ſtandeſt as a {enceleſſe lifelefſe marke for thy Þ t 
frirituall enemies to ſhoot at : but Michael thy Þ| 1 
fpirituall Prince Chriſt Feſus, hee fights tor thee Þ $ 
againſt that Dragon, that whore, that anti- | V 
chriſt, that labours to devoure thee; ſo that | t 
thou art that poor paſſive that lyes ſtone Kill 
Y, | "I whilſt 
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whileſt the Serpent {tings thee,and the Dragon bs X 
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exerciſes his cruelty upon thee , till at laſt this 


1 Michael our Prince Chriſt Zeſus, hath by his own 
, pon and ſtrength, caft out and ſo routed this 


ragon this old Serpent, verſ. 9.That now his 


' place is no more found in Heaven or in thy 


ſou!; and thus maieft thou ſee Chriſt Judging 
the Whore, this Serpent in thee, inſomuch, 
that now this loud voyce is uttered from Hea- 
ven, or the Soul of a Saint, as in verl. 10. New 


#5 come ſalvation, and ſtrength,an the kingdome 9f our 
; God, and the power of his Chriſt : whereas before, 
, nothing but the dreadfull voyce of hel, wrath, 
 anger,tary, and judgement, nothing but warrs 
and ramours of warrs heard in thy fonl: yet 


now the day is come, Chriſt is come to Judge- 
ment in us, and hath condemned the whore in 


' ns, now the voyce of ſalvation is heard in thee, 


whereas before thou apprehendeſt God, as Da- 
vid did ſometimes to __ ſhot the arrowes of 
his wrath at thee, and to have battered thy 
ſoul in peeces, by the thandering Cannon of 
his wrath; yet now thou ſeelt there is a ceſſa- 
tion of theſe tumults in thee, and thou now 
ſeeſt that ſweet mefſenger of God the eternal! 
Spirit, drawing neere towards thee with its 


{ white Flagge of peace, joy, comfort, and falva- 


| tion bringing cowfort unto thee, by telling. 


thee thy warfare is accompliſhed, thy iniquity. 
j 1s 


| d) 
is pardoned, and hon haſt received double at 
the Lords hands for all thy fins, (and then f'? 
farther) now ſtrength is come allo, which is| | 
another part of the yoyce from Heaven, alas \ 
how feeble and how weake, faint, and unable | 
was the Soul before the fpiritual re(urrefion of it?! 

for the birth of this Child Jeſus in it, is the 
regeneration, or new birth of a Chriſtian: the 
wilderneſſe the woman fled into, is that mor- 
tified dead loſt eſtate of a Chriſtian: the Grave, 

where the Soul is buried to every living aCti- 

on; and the overcomming or conquering of | 


the Dragon, or the ſpirituall ſerpent, the wiſ- 
dome of the fieſt;is the reſurrection of a Saint, ' 3 
or that ſpiritnall day of Judgement of the '* 
whore in 1s : Now as Jeſus raiſed up himſelte 
by the power of the Father from out of the 
bowels of the earth, ſo by the ſtrength and 
power of this Jeſus, who 1s the refurreCtion 
and the life, a Chriſtian riſes out of this dead 
condition; and fo her mortall putting on im- 
mortality, and corruption putting on incor- 
ruption,here is death ſwallowed up in victory. 
The Chriltian now as he hath formerly been 
planted with Chriſt in the Ilikenefſe of his 't 
death; ſo likewiſe now, in the likenefle of his W 
reſurre&ion: it bears now no longer the image || 
of the firſt dead Adam, but is riſen in the like- |: 
 nefſe of Chrift, out of earth and fleſh, _ f 
OI's | 
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at { formerly he was involved and buryed in, and 
en || { by his riting againe, overcomes the Dragon by 
is {the blood of the Lamb, kills the great Goliah, 
as| | the wiſdome of the fleſh, and this is all by the 
le! tſtrength of that Strong man Chriſt Feſus, who 
it! js entred into his temple, or the heart of man, 
he andiilences all theſe earthly rumors aud com- 
he] motions.in him ; and ſo is the ſecond part of 
r- thevoycetrom Heaven fulhIled, Now 3s come not 
Ve, * only ſalvation but ſtrength. 

ti- | And then Thirdly, The Kingdome of God 
of , # that's come alſo, and the power of bis Chriſt : onr 
if- þ Saviour taught his Diſciples whit hee was in 
at, 8 the fleſh, and knew him only atter the fleſb, 1 
he * ſay, he taught them ?o pray, thy Kingdome come 
Ite ſo that the Kingdome of Chriſt, in that ſence, was 
he not yet come to the Diſciples; even ſo it is 


nd } with every poore Chriſtian that hath attained 
on Jto no more knowledge, then the fleſh of Chriſt 
ad | can teach them;that do not know Chrilt any 
m- | Z other waies,then by the beholding of his fleſh- 


2r- | $1y ſubſtance ; as Chriſtians doe in all outward 
ry. : and flettly ordinances; that ſee no more, nor 
en © know no more of Chriſt, then Bread, Waccr, 
his 1; and Wine, and outward formes and order can 
his Wteach them ; the Kingdome of God is not 


ge come to them yer : while the Joman was in the | 


xe- (Wilderneſſe, the Kingdome of God was not 
ich '£.come in her; but when She, by the {irength of 
Os | 
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God was Riſen,and + 1.2008 by the bloud ofthe | 
Lambe; then She cryed, now the Kinydome of God is "| t 
come : the Woman was fed in the wilderneſſe, ver. 6, |© 
in our low and loſt eſtate, God he feeds us |t 
with milke; becauſe the Kingdom? of God, Chriſt '; 
in the meaſure of the Spirit 1s not yet come to | 
inable us to beare ſtronger meates, in the wil- 
d-rneſſe, or weake condition of Saints, God feeds | 
them with manna ; but when he brings them into #4 
Canaan he then compaſſeth them about with * 
the flowings of Milke and Honie : this Canaan, is |} 
Chriſt, the true Reſt ofa Chriſtian; the King- | 
dome of the Father in the Saints ; who drawes ( 
up the Soul from theſe low diſpenſations, by | 
degrees as it were, till he hath ſeated ic in 
hinifelf; brings the Soul ont of the flethly 
knowledge of himſelf, into fpirituall diſcove- | 
ryes of his Excellency : ſo that now the Soule 
prayes no more in the imbecillity of the fleſh, 
thy Kingdome come : ſeckes no longer in fleſhly 
Formes and Ordinances tor the kinodome ; for 
it is already in them ,and they live in the in- 
Joyment of it : Now 3s come Salvation, and ſtrength | 
and the Kingdome of God, and the power of has Chriſt: | 
the Dragon and his Angels, they tought to eſta- | 
bliſh their Kingdome in the Soul ; but the 
Lambe hath overcome them, andſet up his King- 
dome in the Chriſtian; Ard the Kinss of the earth, 
as namely,the powers of the creature bring all 
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[ their glory and Honour unto it : thus you ſee that 
the whore ſhall bee deſtroyed, in the laſt day, at 


the Second coming of Chriſt in us ; and like- 


' wile, I havediſcovered unto you one Signe of 
! the laſt day, or day of Spiritual Fudgement; which 


is, thoſe Combates, Warres and Commoti- 


' ons that are in a Chriſtian : I will but inſtance 


two particulars more, and ſo ſhall draw to a 


/ concluſion. 


Therefore, Secondly, a ſecond figne or 


| {ymptome of the /aſt day, i the Deſolution of the 


IVorld ; how that the Earth, and all that is therein, 


"! ſhall be burnt up ; the Sonne murned into darkneſſe, the 
| Moone into bloud; the $tarres ſball fall fran Heaven : 
| and thus God will ſhake the Heavens and the 
| Earth; and mens hearts ſhall faile them for feare 3 ex= 


pecting the end of ſuch ſorrowtull beginings : 
Even thus it is with, and in a Chriftian, at the 
= of the fpirit of Chriſt in him; the 

orld begins to be diſſolved : the World is 


ſayd ver. 3. to bee placed in mans heart 3; which 


{ World in mans heart, ſhall be diffolved by 


the Fire of the Spirit of Chriſt ; the Heavens 
and the Earth, are Myſtically in man ; and the 
Waters, with their Ebings and Flowings, are 
to be ſeene in the Myſterie, in man ; her's God 
deviding the Light from the Darkneſſe, to be ſeen 
in man; the waters below, from the waters above the 
Firmament : all this is fullflled Myſteriouſly in 

| man 
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man; in whom God ſeparates himſelf, who is ma 
pure and light, from the | ras” and nothing- 

nefle of the creature : The Fouls of the Are, and | 
Fiſbes of the Seazare Myitically in manzas name- | 
ly,thole flying Phantalies,and ſwimming No- | 


tions of the creature ; in a word, her's every 
thing bringing forth Fruite after its Kind in man; 
And all Gods creation, good in its own-kind, 
in this firſt World, which is in mans heart. 
But now this tirſt World, this firſt Creation 
muſt be diffolved ; what ever excellency God 
hath endued mian with all, in this firſt creation; 
what ever maturity of Wit and ingenuity, the 
Lord hath lent man ; how high ſo ever, and 


how large ſo ever,the Lord hath Naturallized > 


the creature; yet all this excellency ſhall vaniſh 
away; all this worldly glory, as Tſo call it, 


ſhall be coſumed and burnt up : but alas! how 4 
hardly is this believed ! how impoſſible is this ; 
to carnall man, that all this goodly creation 
and worke of God in his nature, ſhould bee ? 
anihilated ; that Reaſon , Naturall: under- Þ 
ſtanding and wiſdome; nay, Nature ir ſelfe, | 
ſhould be conſumed : but this is the Lords at, ? 


his ſtrange a, his work, and wonderous worke, in \ 


a Chriſtian : | 


Now therefore, conlider Chriſtian, that : 
this is but the old World, ortirſt, or loweſt | 
maniteſtation of God in thee; which old world | 


mult 


I} 


Mmuſt paſs away andbee no more : 7ohn tels ug 
'that he ſaw a new Heaven and a new Earth, Rev. 
nd \21. 1. forthe firſt Heaven and the firſt Earth was 
= \paſſed away, and there was no more Sea z what's all 
o= this? Truly Chriitian, in me its thus much, 
ry when this day dawnes, and this day Star, Chriſt Fe- 
Nz ſus arijet) in our bearts z when the morning Sup, 
d, even Fejus breakes forth upon us in his Glory, 
Warmth and Splendor; then begins this world 
on within us to be diſſolved ; the Heavens and the 
»d "Farth in us, begins to melt with the fervent 
n; Jheate of this Sun, and fall away to nothing : 
he Land the Lord inſtead of theſe frames, a new 
id Heaven and a new Earth: So that, all that was 
ed Nature and pure Reaſon, and Ingenuity, is 
ſh quitediffolved ; and a new worke wrought in 
t, the Soul ; that takes up the heart above its 
w Aormerexcellency and glory; although that 
is were good in its kind, yet God will pleaſe, by 
n the more glorious diſcoverics of himſelf, to 
ee Wrowne all this former Creation ; and to be- 
"= Pet all things new in the Creature: and then 
e, Mot only the Heaven and the Earth paſſed a= 
t, way, but alſo there was no more Sea. 
n # This Sea, or theſe Waters in man, are thoſe 


Ereat overflowings, and inundations of Na» 
Fure; the ſe}lings and roarings of proud ſelfe 
:d creature 3 this deep filence ſhall be dried up, 
y the heat of the Sn of Righteouſneſſe : Theſe 
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' Waters are the very Throne of the I/hore, or the 


er and Kingdome of Chriſt, ſhould: this beget # 


8) 


very Seate of the wiſdome of the fleſh ; now ? 
when this Sea ſhall be dried up,then there ſhall ? 
be a place no longer for this Spiritual! Whore } 
found in Heaven, nor yet in the Soul of af 
Saint. | | 
Oh, what cauſe of Toy is here for all the 
Saints, yea,what eager pantings after the pow- þ 
5 
and operate in us, to conlider , that in the day 3 
of Chriſt the whore ſhall be deſtroyed in us, | 
the Sea ſhall be dryed up, and the Heavens and þ i 
the earth ſhall paſſe away. 7 
If any man yet ſhall = when this laſt day. 
ſhall come, and the end of the world ſhall be; 
accompliſhed ? I anſwer then with Chriſt, That 
this generation ſhall not paſſe away, till all theſe things | 
be fulfilled, all theſe things thou muſt expe& to F 
be faltilled in thee, even in this life, O thou 7 
Chriſtian, although happily not in the tulnelle 
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and glory as ſhall be hereafter. | 
Tell me therefore, O thou experienced 
Saint ! whoſe conſcience can teſtific all theſe 
things to be true : how hath the appearance of 
Chrilt in thee, many a time, confounded as it 
were all thy naturall vigour and power ? how 
hath it ſpoyled Principalities and powers, the 
might and dominion of all naturall excellen* 
cy? how haſt thou ſeen thy ſelfe out of thy ſelfc 
as 
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as it were, beyond and above that earth thou 


11 2 Paul, in the third Heavens as it were , be- 
7 holding that Glory, that all thy old crea- 

} ted light could never difcerne ; living for a 
* time in that peace of God which paſſeth all underſtand= 
he 1 7g! Nay ſhall I yet further tell you, at the ſe- 
 ® cond comming of Chriit in us, our Sun ſha! be 
wn 8 turned into darkneſſe, and our Moone into blood, our 
", 4 Stars ſball fall from their Centre; All that light of 
: 4 Ireaſon and nature; all thoſe fleſhly metcors; as 
14 galſo fixed Stars, which: have appeared at their 
ſeverall ſeaſons in man , which did diſcover 
lomething of God to him; in a word, all the 

;” (Zinferjour, with the ſuperiour diſcernings of 
od, that the creature hath had formerly, ſhal 

be extinguiſhed, and ſhall appeare to him to be 
but darknefle and obſcurity: the Sun or the ſu- 
perlative light, ſhall be turned into darbneſſe, and 
be Moone, or that light which guides the more 
obſcure part of man, ſball be turned into blood, and 
onfuſion;and God will now create a new world 
n us; old things ſhall paſſe away, and all things ſhall 
become new in us: when the Apoſtle had been trea- 
ing of the difſolution of the world, in the 
2Pet.3,chap. he comes to mind the Saints of the 
ris of that hiſtory, verſ. 13. Nevertheleſs 
aith he) we,according to bis promiſe, looke for new 
eavens and new earth, wherein dwelleth righteouſ= 
rele, although this old foundation and Fabrick ſhalt 
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( 60 
be diſſolved, and Chritt , ", day of the Lord, ſpal 
come even as a thiefe in the night, and deprive us of alli 
the excellency of our preſent ſtation; waſte, deſtroy, ani 
burne up all our Gold, Silver, and precious ſtones, Con 
_ all the Glory of our preſent being, yet ſayes heel 

ere is one comfort, wee looke for a new Heaven! 
and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteouſneſſe, God, 
never confounds the old, but he brings a new, 
the manner of Gods new creation is, to nen 
modelize the heart,to new mould the creatureg 
to create a new Chriltian, as it were to ſpiri4 | 
tuallize the Chriſtian; in a word, it is to ſwaly, 
low up the ſoul in himſelfe, to drown, congf | 
found, and bring to an end,all creature glory , 
in his own incomprehenſive excellency. © | 

So that the Saints are ſaid to bee that nei ; 

Feruſalem that came down from God, deck 
and adorn'd with the Glory of God only, as Fj 
Bride adorned for her husband ; 'N 

They are called new, becauſe Chriſt in then 
hath created a new world; this new oy 'Y 
had no temple in it of it ſelfe, but the Lo. 
God and the Lamb were the temple of it;trulfſ 
that ſou! in whom the Lord God hath. mad. 
this deſolation of creature excellency,and hatif, 
created all things a new; this new feruſalt 
or new Chriſtian, hath no temple but Chriſt. Ft, 
typicall Jeruſalem there was a temple , buhþ, 
Chrilt prophetied, That there ſbould not be one ſtony 


1 


"lr 


- _— 


(61) 
-Y left upon another, that ſhould not be throwne downe, 
a Matth.24. Even ſo when God creates all things 
«NY new in a Chriſtian, he will demolliſh all that 
04 was in his ſtead, before he came to eſtabliſh his 
hee new creation; and he will make himfelfe the 
VM temple of a Chriitian: what ever the ſoul ſees 
30d in any outward things, as Formes, Ordinan- 
ces, Worſhips and the like, yet Chrilt will de» 
WS ftroy and throw downe, and bring to nouglt 
Is theſe things, arid make himſeltfe all this, and 
ws much more to the Chriſtian : and thus you 
val may {ce the day of Judgement in a Chriſtian: 
here you may ſee Chritt ſending his ipiric into 
E the worldly heart of man, convincing it of 
+ Judgement, becauſe the prince of this world is 
n";udged in him. 

<a Iproceed now, to the third diſcovery of the 


© Blaſt day, which is,namely, The diſtrudtion of Anti« 
: ce of this Star in us, is the laſt day of 
7ouldſt know how this Antichriſt ſhall be de« 
come 


chriſt, or the downfall of the whore 3 which doth yer 
henffurther manifeſt to as, that this laſt day js in 
# s; the comming of this day of Jeſus; and the 
0 | 
e whore in us:no ſooner doth Chriſt appear, 
but downe falls the Kingdome of the ſerpent, 
ur fleſhly wiſdome ; and therefore if thou 
royed , the Apoſile tells us, 2 Thef. 2, $. That 
> DObe Lord ſÞal my on him with the breath of his mouth, 
' Fofand the brightneſſe of ar comming 3 This brighg 
2 
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( 62 
comming of Chriſt in A ſhall diſpell that 
darkneſs, diſcover that fogge that with-hol- 
deth or hinders the revelation of the whore; 
Chrilt will then put aſide this veile which is} 


before this varlets face,namely,all her ſpecious 4 | 


pretences, and ſhewes of glory. Chriſt is that 
mountaine ſpoken of in the 25. 1/a. 1n whom 

God ſpall deſtroy the weil? of the covering, that is caſt] | 
over all people : but this muſt be fulfilled, when | 
this mountaine Chrift Jeſus, ſhall be cſtabli-] 
ſhed upon the top of the mountaines in our! ? 
ſouls; or when Chriit by his owne power hath, 
{cated himſelf in us,above every high thought | 
and vaine imagination 3 when the child Jeſus! 
is given to us, and-hath gotten the govern-# 
ment upon his ſboalders ; this is the rime of; 
the whorcs demolition in us ; I ſay it is thej 
worke of Chriſt dy his comming in a Saint, to! 
diſcover the Whore to him, to take away that 
veil of fleſh, and thoſe miſts of obſurity, whic 
this harlot hath interpoſed berween her ſelf 
and the ſonl: when the day dawnes, the dark 
nefſe vaniſheth away ; even ſo, when this day 
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Chriſt Teſts dawncs in thy heart « when da 
breaks, as Imnay ſo ſay, in thy ioul, then begin: 
the darknefle in thy heart to fice away; an 
now thoa commelr to be one ot the Childrer 
of the day. In a word, now thou canſt ſee, dil 
cerne, and diſtinguiſh, and before thou coulde! 
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(63) | 
not : alas (irs! a poore ſoul that walks in dark- 
nelſe, and ſees by no other light bur by the 


{ blaze of (elfe,and by the ſparks of his own fire; 


be may be compared to a man that ſees by can=- 


! dle light , who cannot diſcerne one colour 


from another: even fo it is with all natarall 


1 men, they are not able to fee whats good from 


evill , or whats light from darknelle: O the 


7 palpable blindneſle. of all poore creatures, in 
. } whom this day,Chrilt does not appeare! this, 


it is to have cyes and ſee not, cares and heare 


7 not. 


This fad obſcurity of a man that walkes 


22 not in the light, may fitly be compared to that 
$ darknef{- which might be felt; the ſoul feeles 


many times, what his blindnefle is, how it de- 


| ow him of the beatiticall viiion of God; 


rings him to wander from the way, Chriit 


3 Jeſus cauſes him many times to ſtumble at that 


ſtumbling ſtone; and all this is becauſe the day 
is not dawned as yet: but now, when the Sun 
of righteouſneſle ariles in the Soul, why then, 
here comes light to them that fit in darkneſſe 
and in the ſhadow of death, and now this light 
guides the ſoul into the way of peace: It is ſaid 
of new Jeruſalem, Kezel. 21. That it need not 
the light of the Sun, or of tv? Moone, for the glury of 
God did lighten it , and the Lamb was the !ight thereof; 
all which in me is thus much, when God comes 
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to create anew Heaven and a new earth in a 
Chriſtian,when he comes by the power of that 
regenerating ſpirit, to make his Jeruſalem a 
new Jeruſalem; in this new eltate, he will give 


her new light to walke by, ſo that now the" 
Saints ſhall haye no need of the old Sun, or 
the old Moone; no need of the old light of 
reaſon and nature,but her's new light brought © E 


forth now in the ſon]; the new light is Chriſt, 
or the Lamb, w'o by the radiant beames of his 
ſplendor, fills the ſoul with the glory of the 
Father, and deſtroyes, or diſtinguiſhes all o- 


ther inferioar lights in the ſoul. We live in a + 


generation, wherein both Preſſe, and Pulpit, 
doth cry down new lights ; and truely T can- 


not much blame them that ſo doe, becauſe as | 
yet they walke in the light of the old Sun and 
Moone, and are to be comprehended, under 
thenotion of old Jeruſalem; but tell me now? þ 


when the Spirit of Glory hath darkned this 


Sun, and turned this Moone into blood; quite } 
confounded & brought to nothing,the highcſ | 


ſphere of this naturall excellency in them, 


when this o!d Jeruſalem comes to bee made Þ* 


new? then you ſhall heare a new voyce, crying 
up the new light of God manifeſted in them; 


O Chriſtian; I tell thee thou art a thrice hap- 


py man, whom the Lord hath made the Lamb 
a light unto thee; this Lamb light , is an inno- 
> | cent 
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(65) | 
cent light, a righteous light, a pure light, a 
ar fd diſcovering light; it is this ight that diſcovers 
2 & the hidden and obſcure whore, unto thee; it is 
ve # the light of Chriſt that uncovers, and ftrips 
1e 2 the Wh ftarke naked before thee , of all her 
\r 3 glory and excellency; ſo that now thou behol« 
»f _ deſt In out of her purple and ſcarlet colour, 
1 - even in her very nakednefſe and ſhame: And 
|, . thus you ſce how Chrilt in his day, in a Chrt- 
2 ; _ does firſt of all diſcover the whore to 
16 } AIMN, 
ws But Secondly, in this laſt day or Sun rifing 
-of Chriſtin a Chriltian, it is the worke of 
*Chriſt to deſtroy, as well as to diſcover this 
- Whore in us, as ic is the property of light to 
deſtroy darknefſe ; ſo it is the property of 
4 Chriſt to deſtroy antichriſt in the day of his 
Zappearance: it will be the worke of Chriſt by 
his comming in thee, to roote out that ſpicic 
df antichriit, head and tayle, root and branch; 
Sinſomach that there ſhall not be 1: fc one hoof 
zof the beaſt in thee: when Fobn ſaw the Angel] 
tcome downe from heaven endued with grezt 
power, Revel. 18. 1. Who inlightned the earth with 
vzs glory, immediatly he Leard this voyce, Babvlin is 
allen, is fal'en, and is become the habitation of divels, 
the bould of every foule ſpirit , and a cage of every un= 
leane and batefull bird ; all which teacheth me 
us much, that when that Angell of the ever- 
E 4 laſting 
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Taling covenant Chriſt Jeſus, is by the Father 
ſent down into the hearts of his Saints, who 
comes by the power of his Spirit, and enligh- 7 
tens the earth or earthly man with his glory: #c 
when the earth is filled with the knowledge of $1 
the Lord; when the glory of this Sun comes to © 
enlighten and beautifie our earthy hearts;then *} 
15 the time of Babylons downfall; now is the *1 
ſeaſon of the whores deſtruftion ; now is the | £ 
Saints time of Halelujah ; now rejoyce over her _'] 
thou Heaven, and all the holy Apoſtles and #c 
Prophets, for God hath avenged you on her : # 5 
verſ.20: The Prophet Malachy tells us, chap. 4. ' J 
That the day comes that (hall burne as an Oven ; this % 1 
day is Chriſt Jeſus, who indeed ſhall fo baptize '; 1 
us with the holy Ghoſt, and Firc, as that he i; 1 
ſhall conſume and burne up, waſte, and deſtroy 
all the appearances of the Whore,the wiſdome # 
of the fleſh, and therefore the ſame prophet þ 
tells us, Chap. 3. 34. That he ſball fit as a Refiners 
fire, and as Fullers Soape, and he ſpall purifie the Sons 
of Levi, that they may offer to the Lord, an offering in 
righteouſneſſe ; this day muſt burne in us; this 
Jeſus mu!! be a refiners fire to us, before we {hal 
ſee the downefall of myſticall Babylon: the 
worke that Chritt hath to doe in us, is to de- 
ſtroy mortallity, and ro cloath us with im- 
morta'itz, to deſt -oy this corruption, and to 
cloath us with the incorcuptible righteoul- 
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P Afﬀeer the Jownf1 of the whore , Revel. 9. 
o EFobn tells us , verſ. 8. That there was granted to the 
» MLambs ws that mo be arrayed in fine linnen, 
7: @cleare and white,&c. Tn which I obſerve, firſt, the 
Ff Slove of Chriſt to the Soul; Chriſt did firſt of all 
o {by his blood andpaſſion, purchaſe the Soul to 
n Zhimſelfe, to the end that ſhe ſhould be a con- 
e *ftant Spouſe unto him;bur ſhe hath adulterized 
ie from her husband ; committed harlotry from 
er her ficſt lover; and hath taken part with anti- 
d #chriſt againſt him ; upon which adultery, the 
's } jealouſze of the Lord ariſes in himſelfe, and as 
4 ' jealoufie is ſaid to be the rage of a man , ſo the 
is * Lord (as | may ſay) in the rage of this jealou- 
ze |; ſe, comes, and deſtroyes this antichrift, kils 
1e i; fin in the Chriſtian; ſheaths the ſword of the 
»y If ſpirit in the bowels of this ſpiritual antichritt; 
ne & breakes the head of this ſerpent in ns: bat yet 
ct {} notwithſtanding, entertaines this adulterized 
75 creature into his love and favour; does yet 
5M once more eſpouſe her to himiſelfe, by a freſh 
in} aft and maniteſtation of love and favour : you 
is may ſee an embleme of this love in Hoſ. 3.1 
al | where God commands the Prophet to go with 
le I a mieffage of love, to the woman that had play- 
c- i cd the harlot with him; Goe, yet love a woman he- 
1- loved of ber friend , yet an adultreſſe : though (be an 
acultreſſe, yet T am ber friend; though ſhe an harlot, yet 
Fjend love greetings towards her; though ſbe hath been 
| UNe 
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(68 | 
wnconſtant towards me, yet 1 will owne ber to be my 
wife, my Spouſe , my beloved z and therefore the |j, 
| text ſaies, that it was granted to the Lambs |7 
| wife, that ſhee ſhould bee arrayed in linnen, !7] 
' clean & white:which likewiſe dictates to me, 
2. In the Second place, the purity that this 
day of burning, Chriit Jeſus in Spirit, works in | 
the heart of his People; he doth not only take | 
from it the garment ftotted with the fl:ſh, bur likes j 
wiſe, Cloathes it with the ſpinning Robe of righ- 
teoujneſſe; he doth not only empty a Soul of its * 
owne corruption ; but likewiſe fills it with ' 
his glory : beautifies ic with his own aJorn=- 
ings: O Faire, beautitn!l, amiable creature ! | 
whole beauty and exce]lency conlitis in Chriſt }! 
that divine centre of bci-htnetfſe and glory: 1; 
\ this will ſend a Saint to the {-vih of admira- Y 
tion ; behold! what marn:r of ove bath the Fatber oF 
beſtowed upon us, that we (heucd bz cai.ed the Sons of th 
God? that God ſhould thus by the power of the 
Spirit, conſume all this droſs and coruption 
In us; and bring us by that divine light to ſee 
our vnion with the Father, in the Son; an.l to ſee 
the glory of our Adoption in Fejus 3 and to bc- 
lrold our ſelves in the fleſh of our elder Brotoer, 
at the K i7bt-band of the Father ? this is mercy faſt 
\| diſcerning, and worth admiration ! 
| Thus will God in the power of his Spirit, 
| Judge thisfirituall Fhore in us 3 andeaſe us p 
| | tne 
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my {the vaſſallage,and ſervitude we were in to our 
he owne ſelves: thus ſhall the brats of this firituall 
s || Babylon, the wifdome of the fleſh, be deſtroyed 
n, '{by that happy man, Chriſt Feſus. 
2 { God Gaith, Fla. 17. 12. concerning this de- 
us /frution of Babylon, That hee will make a man 
In | more precious then fine Gold, or the Golden wedge of 
ke Opher; this man is Chriſt, who in the day of bis 
E= | power, and in the confounding of this Spiritu- 
De all Babell in us, ſhall be made unto us, more 
OS Iprecious then the higheſt creature excellency:; 
th Tnever till now, will the Saints come to value 
{and to prize Chriſt, till they ſee what he doth 
Jin them. 
| Now. how b:autifull upon the mountains, are the 
ye Wfeete of them that bring glad tidings of good things; 
= "Jbat publiſher) Salvation ;, that ſaith unto Zion, thy 
er God raineth ? Thy Meſſenger upon the Moun- 
of Kraines, is Chriſt Teſus ; who comes Leaping over 
'e Whe mountaines,and skiping over the hils of difficul- 
n Ky; that lies in the way, and appeares in glory 
* Mo his Spouſe or beloved Chriſtian,and declares 
-e he meſſage of glad tidings to him ; Namely, 
— What by warfare is accompliſhed, that his iniquity is 
"> Mardoned ; the battell between Gog and Magog 
/t nd the Lamb is finiſhed;and the Lamb or inno- 
ent Spirit, hath over-come all by his power 
and ſtrength; and now likewiſe he declares to 
Zion Qr the ſoul of a Saint, that bis God raineth; 
now 
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now 3s come the Kingdome of our God, & the power of 


bis Chriſt;therfore Halelujah; for Babylon is fallen,the 
IV hore is deſtroyed;God hath now put into the hearts 


of the Kings of the Earth ( or powers of earthly | 


man _) to hate the whore, and reward her as ſhe bath 
rewarded them; and therefore again,Haleluyjab, for 


the Lord God omnipotent raigneth, and the Kingdomes } 


of the whore are become the Kingdoms of the Lord and 
of bis Chriſt. 

All that remaines behind therefore, is but 
one word of application, which ſhall be but 
only my exhortation to al poor ſouls that are 
groaning under this burdenſome task and #- 
Egyptian bondage of the Whore : doubtleſſe their 
are many to whom theſe my poor cndeavours 
may offer themſelves; whoſe portion it is to 
joe under this ſpirituall vaſlallage, to la- 

our under this bodyof death. 

Oh Chrittian! whatever thy condtiion bee, 
caſt not away thy confidence ; but waite upon 
the-Lord, and thou ſhalt renew thy ſtrength 3 ex- 
pet the returne, or Second coming, of Ciiſt in 
thee; pray dayly, that Chriſts Kingdome may 
come in thee; that the Lord would eftablith 
his own Throne in thy heart ; expeCt the 
comming of the Meſenger of the Covenant into 
his Temple, or thy heart; even the Lord Chriilt; 
whom thou ſeekeſt : 

Oh! Labour to ſec that Chriſt is approach» 


ing 
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ing neare thee, though the cloudes of finne and 
wickedneſſe hinder the ſhght of him; know al- 
ſo, that this fpirituall Sonnc, Chriſt Jeſus will 


 breake away the clouds ; will difpell the miſts 


of iniquity in thee”; and will breake out upon 


thee, in his full warmth and ſplendor ; and 


will bring thee to walke in the light of his 


lory. 

y was ſaid of Abraham, that hee ſaw the day of 
Chriſt, and was glad; how gladly then thould the 
Saints expect, and ſpiritually fee this day to bee 
at hand in them ; In which they ſhall be freed 
from that burthen which they now undergoe? 
Shall I tell thee yer farther, for thy comfort O 
Chriſtian! this Feſus that comes, will come, and 
will not tarry: The Lord ſees thee in thy = 
weake condition;he takes notice of thoſe mas» 
ny foiles that thy wicked heart gives thee; hee 
heares thy ſighings, cryes, an. groanes; hee 
yearns after thee; he makes haſte to come unto 
thee ſo quickly, as may conduce to the ad- 
vancement of his glory, and thy Souls further 
peace and comfort. 

Thus in brief, I have diſcovered to you, 
in ſome meaſure, the Myſterie of iniquity which 
workes in all of us ; the great Whore; the fpiritu= 
all Babylon, with her Riſe, and ber Dn 

In which poore Treatiſe, I defire that thoſe 
to whom it thall come, would thus underſtand 
ame 
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me; that Idoenot in any wiſe ſeecke hereby 
to ſet up my owne opinion, as Antichriſt , a-iſ* 
bove others; but doe only declare what 1 con- 
ceive from good Reaſon, to bee the manifeſt- 
tative mindeof God unto me: And in all my 
Myſticall applying of any Scriptures ; I would 
not be thought hereby to endeavour the over-! 
ture of the Hiſtory ; but only ſo much of the 
Hiſtory, as I ſee verified in me, in the Myſterze: I 
have preſumed in my preſent light, to declare 
to all men: what is of God, in my weake en-| 
deavours , Idefire him to make knowne ; by 
the declarative power of his fpirit : what is of 
ſelf, I defire to have a heart to diſclaime it, 
then the Lord ſhall maniteſt itunto me ; and 
ſo Icommit my Labour to him , from whence 
only, I expect a reward: deliring nothing 
from any man, but a favourable conſtruftion Þ 
of that which I have declared to all men, in| 
the bowels of love and affe&tion. 

For my own part, am one that waiteth Þ 
'for the Kingdome and power of Chriſt, to bee 
manifeſted in me: I defire to fee farther the 
glorious dawnings of Feſus, and rifings of his 
glory in mee; and lookzng for, and baſting to the 
comming of the day of Feſus; in which, all old things 
"JÞall paſſe away, and all things ſhall become new 
and that which I conceive in this condition 


38 the beſt courſe for my {elfe to take, 1 ſhall 
Ig - likewiſe 


va © | 
Likewiſe faſten the Ll advice upon all 


a. orbers- 


ON» 
feſt. 
my 
uld 


Who is among ſt you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth 

the voyce of his Servant, that walketh in darke= 
ny neſſe , and ſeeth no light, let him truſt in the 
the name of the Lord, and ſtay himſelfe upon his 
e: 1 God. 


I Decernb. 2 2. 1647. 
Joſ. Salmon. 
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